
19th Century Louis XVI Wall Clock

7 500 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Bronze

Width : 48 cm

Diameter : 22 cm

Height : 118 cm

Depth : 28 cm

Dealer

Royal Antique
Proudly delivering art and elegance.

Tel : +48 722090633

Mobile : +48 722090633 (WhatsApp)

Warszawa 02-681

Description

This magnificent and highly decorative wall

clock is an impressive example of the French

Boulle style, drawing inspiration from the opulent

decorative traditions associated with the court of

Louis XIV. With its imposing architectural form,

rich colour palette and elaborate sculptural

ornamentation, the clock was designed to serve

not only as a functional timepiece but also as a

commanding statement piece within a refined

interior.

The shaped case is finished in a deep red

tortoiseshell-effect veneer, creating a striking

background for the extensive gilt-metal

decoration. The warm red tones of the case

contrast beautifully with the richly modelled

golden mounts, producing the dramatic and

luxurious appearance for which Boulle-style



furnishings are particularly admired. The body of

the clock is elegantly curved and carefully

proportioned, with sweeping outlines that give the

piece a strong yet graceful silhouette.

At the centre of the composition is a circular gilt

dial surrounded by individual white enamel

cartouches displaying bold black Roman

numerals. The enamel numeral plaques are

arranged with excellent visual clarity and provide

a refined contrast against the richly engraved and

ornamented dial plate. Finely shaped dark metal

hands complete the dial, while the decorative

centre is embellished with scrolling motifs that

enhance the overall sense of craftsmanship and

sophistication.

The dial is protected by a circular glazed door

mounted within an ornate gilt frame. The door

opens to allow access to the dial and movement

while preserving the elegant presentation of the

clock. Below the dial, a glazed panel reveals the

pendulum compartment, adding visual interest

and allowing the movement of the clock to

become part of its decorative appeal.

The case is lavishly ornamented with an extensive

range of classical and mythological motifs.

Decorative elements include scrolling acanthus

leaves, floral details, architectural mouldings,

masks and sculptural figures. A prominent

classical mask decorates the lower central section

of the case, surrounded by symmetrical foliage

and ornamental scrollwork. The detailed

modelling of the mounts gives the clock a

distinctly sculptural character and contributes to

its impressive three-dimensional appearance.

The upper section of the clock rises into a richly

decorated arched crest, framed by elaborate gilt

ornamentation. Small sculptural figures appear at

the sides, while the summit is crowned by a

striking gilt bird with outstretched wings. This

dramatic finial gives the clock a commanding

vertical emphasis and completes the composition

with a sense of movement and grandeur.

The clock is supported by a matching wall

bracket, specially designed to complement the



shape, decoration and materials of the main case.

The bracket features the same deep red

tortoiseshell-effect finish and gilt-metal mounts,

including scrolling foliage, floral decoration and

sculptural animal motifs. Its shaped lower section

terminates in a decorative gilt pendant, creating

an elegant transition between the clock and the

wall.

The harmonious relationship between the clock

and its bracket gives the complete piece a

monumental and architecturally balanced

appearance. Together, they create a highly

decorative ensemble that would make an

exceptional focal point in a formal drawing room,

grand hallway, library, private office, period

residence, boutique hotel or sophisticated

commercial interior.

The design reflects the influence of seventeenth-

and eighteenth-century French decorative arts,

particularly the luxurious furniture and clock

cases traditionally associated with Boulle

marquetry. Pieces of this style were intended to

demonstrate prestige, refinement and exceptional

craftsmanship, combining bold architectural

forms with intricate surface decoration and richly

contrasting materials.

This clock is particularly notable for the

abundance and variety of its ornamentation. From

the sculptural crest and enamel numeral

cartouches to the classical mask, decorative

foliage and matching bracket, every part of the

composition contributes to an overall impression

of luxury and ceremonial elegance. The dramatic

use of red and gold makes the piece visually

powerful, while the symmetrical arrangement of

the decorative elements gives it balance and

refinement.

An exceptional decorative timepiece of

considerable presence, this Boulle-style wall

clock would be an important addition to a

collection of European decorative arts or

antique-inspired interiors. It combines practical

function with elaborate artistic design and stands

as a striking representation of the grandeur,



theatricality and sophistication associated with

historic French interiors.

Please note that the precise age, origin, materials,

maker and condition of the clock should be

confirmed through physical inspection and

examination of the movement, case, mounts and

any signatures or markings.

https://www.proantic.com/en/975510-19th-century-louis-xvi-wall-clock.html


