
Nagada Hard Stone Vase, Predynastic Egypt

2 800 EUR

Period : Before 16th century

Condition : Bon état

Material : Earthenware

Height : 8,8 cm

Dealer

ROYAL PROVENANCE
Historical Memorabilia - Sevres porcelain - Objects of Vertu

Tel : 06 50 00 65 51

5 rue Auber

Paris 75008

Description

Small oblong, slightly baluster vase with a

circular base, with an annular lip on the upper

edge.

Hard stone, granite?

Predynastic Egypt, Nagada II or III period,

3500-3000 BC.

History

In ancient Egypt, hardstone vessels were

considered luxury items of the highest order. The

art of sculpting tableware in stone reached its

apogee already at times as remote as the Thinite

period and the Old Kingdom. The main function

of stone containers was to contain ointments or

cosmetic oils and to preserve them thanks to the

thickness and impermeability of their walls. If

these substances had innumerable daily uses



(medicines, cosmetics), they also played a leading

role in religious life (offerings in temples, daily

anointing of statues and objects of worship) and

funerary (preparation of mummies , belief in the

rejuvenating and regenerating effect of these

substances). It is therefore not surprising that a

very large quantity of stone containers was

regularly deposited in the sanctuaries or in the

funerary complexes.
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