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French School - Landscape With A Tomb - 19th Century

Description

French school.
Landscape with atomb.
Watercolor on paper.
Early 19th century.

Thiswatercolor isin the vein of the antique
revival movements of the 18th century that depict
an idealistic antiquity with ruins asthe main
subject of their painting. A monumental tomb
stands in the midst of alush green landscape, an
obelisk can be seen in the distance, while the
human presence is suggested by afew discreet
figures that enliven the painting.

This representation seemsto be the result of a
combination of several inspirations. The
architecture of the mausoleum isinspired by the
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Period : 19th century
Condition ; Bon état
Material : Water color
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Gallo-Roman mausoleums found in the French
countryside, in particular that of Lanuéjol, near
Lyon. Asfor the frieze decorating the latter, it
recalls the bas-reliefs of Roman processions such
as the fragments of the Ara Pacis, whose
engraved representations circulated in Europe as
early asthe 17th century. With its elongated
female figure and frieze of bas-reliefsthe
sarcophagus is modeled on the various sarcophagi
discovered in Italy, of which representations and
fragments were sold to wealthy aristocrats who
brought them back as souvenirs from their Grand
Tour.

Thetogas that drape the characters as well asthe
state of conservation of the tomb impregnate the
representation with nostalgia, indicating that it is
temporally situated in an antiquity in harmony
with avery present nature. The notion of
momento mori, traditionally present in landscapes
of ruins, is aso suggested by the fragment of
architectural element on which the woman in the
foreground leans, handing afruit to a child,
symbol of youth, while the ruin brings back the
futility of life.
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