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Greek Terracotta Metope Depicting Thetis Riding A Nereid

Description

Large terracotta moulded piece, most probably a
metope - or part of figurative architrave of a
building, with ascene from thelliad. The scene
can beidentified as the nymph-goddess Thethis,
Achilles mother, carrying back the Hero's
weapons on the back of aNereid - or sea
monster. Thetis was the mother of Achilles, the
greatest of all the Greek warrior-heroes, and this
scene shows her taking a magical shield and suit
of armour to her son from the god-blacksmith
Hephaistos in order to protect the ill-fated warrior
in the Trojan War. Though Thetis had tried to
stop her son joining the war, he had come to Troy
with Odysseus and had up to this point refused to
fight. But the death of his friend Patrokles forced
Achilles to take up hisarms and wreak revenge,
thus turning the axis of the war to the advantage

1500 EUR

Period : Before 16th century
Condition : Quelgues mangues
Material : Terracotta

Width: 20 cm

Height: 17 cm
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of the Greeks. When Achilles was eventually
killed by Paris, Thetis came from the seawith the
Nereids to mourn him and collected his ashesin a
golden urn. Upper portion lost, general wear as
shown in the picture.

Materia : Terracotta with engoba
Dimensions: L :20cm-H.:17cm
Provenance : Ex. British art market
Origin : Greece

Period : IV thc. BC
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