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Description

Jules HEREAUParis, 1829-1879Before the

StormOil on canvas70 x 96 cm (105 x 129 cm

with frame)Signed and dated lower left "Jules

Héreau / 1872"Original label on the

backBeautiful 19th-century gilded wood

frameVery good conditionJules Héreau was one

of the Norman Pre-Impressionist painters who

worked in the Honfleur region in the 1860s. A

friend of Jongkind, Boudin, and Cals, he also

associated with Alphonse Allais and was tasked

with protecting the museums of Paris during the

Paris Commune.Héreau's style is distinctive,

reflecting his dual academic and Impressionist

training as well as his attachment to the region he

painted, Normandy. A student at the École des

Beaux-Arts in Paris, he began his career as a

painter alongside the Barbizon School artists and



Charles Jacques.His paintings reveal a quest for

atmosphere, characterized by a lively,

Impressionist touch, strong chiaroscuro contrasts,

and intense light with bold highlights of white

that evoke the luminosity of Normandy, as well

as bold colors--particularly the greens and grays

that evoke a sense of dampness. There is also a

grandeur worthy of history painting in his works,

as seen here, where the shepherd and his dog take

center stage in the composition, and where the

cart on the path passes with a certain elegance,

enhanced by the pretty umbrella carried by the

woman returning home!Jules Héreau's works are

housed in numerous museums throughout France,

notably in Le Havre, Amiens, Cherbourg, Rouen,

Périgueux, and Montpellier.
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