
French Directoire Sofa - 18th Century, Circa 1790

3 200 EUR

Period : 18th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Painted wood

Width : 173 cm

Height : 94 cm

Depth : 51 cm

Dealer

Ladrón de Guevara
Fine Arts

Tel : +34 694275594

Mobile : +49 1727905946

Rivera de Curtidores, 29. Loc. 30

Madrid 28005

Description

This elegant 18th-century French Directoire-style

sofa, dating from around 1790, is a refined

example of French neoclassical furniture,

combining architectural simplicity, delicate

carved ornamentation, and balanced

proportions.Crafted from carved and painted

wood, this antique three-seater sofa features a

straight, horizontal backrest and slightly curved

open armrests that terminate in turned posts

extending visually to the front legs. The subtly

convex seat crossbar is supported by six slender,

turned, and tapered legs--four at the front and two

at the back--giving the piece an impression of

lightness and symmetry.Small square decorative

blocks, carved with geometric floral motifs,

highlight the junctions between the posts,

crossbars, and legs. Discreet, stylized plant motifs



embellish the sides of the backrest, reflecting the

understated decorative style characteristic of

French Directoire furniture.The sofa retains its

original ivory-painted finish, displaying a natural

patina with slight wear along the edges and

protruding elements. Recently reupholstered in

natural linen, it features individual seat cushions

and a discreet piping around the edges, which

harmonize with the original neoclassical design.

The underside retains its traditional assembled

wooden frame.Historical Context Created in

France around 1790, this antique French sofa

reflects the shift in tastes toward furniture that

was both elegant and functional during the final

decades of the 18th century.Sofas of this type

furnished the salons, private studies, and

reception rooms of affluent bourgeois and

aristocratic homes. Their generous proportions

and comfortable layout responded to changing

domestic habits and the growing importance of

informal social gatherings.This period marked a

significant transition in the French decorative

arts, as the refined ornamental language of the

Louis XVI style gradually gave way to the more

austere and architectural forms associated with

the Directoire period, and later the Empire

style.The precision of the turned legs, the delicate

geometric and floral carvings, and the carefully

proportioned wooden frame attest to the artisanal

craftsmanship characteristic of late 18th-century

French cabinetmaking and chairmaking.The

preservation of the original painted surface and

the wooden frame, combined with the renewed

natural linen upholstery, highlights the authentic

materials and manufacturing techniques of French

furniture from the end of the Ancien Régime.The

French Directoire Style The Directoire style

emerged in France in the late 18th century,

bridging the gap between the Neoclassicism of

Louis XVI and the monumental aesthetics of the

Napoleonic Empire.Influenced by the architecture

and decorative arts of Classical Antiquity,

Directoire-style furniture emphasized clean lines,

geometric balance, slender proportions, and



understated ornamentation.This French

neoclassical sofa perfectly exemplifies these

characteristics with its straight backrest, elegantly

turned legs, subtle plant motifs, and harmonious

architectural composition.In contrast to the

elaborate curves and decorative opulence of

earlier Rococo furniture, Directoire-style seating

prioritized structural clarity, visual lightness, and

practical comfort. Painted wood surfaces, rather

than elaborate gilding, further emphasized the

understated elegance of this period.With its

historic ivory-painted finish, refined carved

details, and natural linen upholstery, this French

Directoire-style sofa, dating from circa 1790, is a

remarkable example of transitional French

neoclassical seating, ideal for collectors of

18th-century European decorative arts and

antique French furniture.

https://www.proantic.com/en/1855694-french-directoire-sofa-18th-century-circa-1790.html


