}, %;; PROANTIC

LE PLUS BEAL CATALOGUE DANTIOUATES

E\.f

The Gaze - Dora Thacker Clarke (1895-1989)

Description

In the late 1920s, Dora Thacker Clarke embarked
on ayear-long tour around Kenyato gain insight
into African culture, having become passionate
about the continent's art during her studies at the
Slade School. Clarke campaigned for African art
to be viewed for its artistic merit, rather than
being confined to ethnographic and
anthropological studies - thiswas not a
widespread view at the time, but there was
growing interest in non-Western art spreading
throughout Europe.During her travelsin Kenya,
Clarke completed a number of drawings and
sketches in-situ, in order to better inform the
realism of her sculpted heads back in her studio in
London. It islikely, therefore, that this sketch was
one such study. The extensive level of detall
afforded to the facial features of the sitter in
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comparison to her hair demonstrate that this was
Clarke's focus for this particular study, and pay
testament to Clarke's skills at observational
drawing. She has captured the contours of light
across the sitter's face, including areas of shadow
around her nose and brow. With such a
sympathetic and detailed representation, one can
only imagine how impressed the sitter would
have been upon viewing her likeness, as depicted
by Clarke.Dora Thacker ClarkeDora Thacker
Clarke, later Dora Middleton, was a British
sculptor and wood carver who also wrote about
and promoted African art.Clarke was born in
Harrow in Middlesex. Her father, Joseph Thacker
Clarke, was an American architect. Clarke won a
scholarship that allowed her to attend the Slade
School of Fine Art. Aged only fifteen, Clarke
initialy studied at the Slade on a part-time basis
for three days each week throughout 1910 and
1911 but during 1915 and 1916 she studied

scul pture there as a full-time student, under
Henry Tonks, George Frampton, and J Harvard
Thomas.Clarke first exhibited at the Royal
Academy in 1923 and continued to do so until
1959. She was part of the inaugural Exhibition of
Living British Artistsin Leedsin 1927. In the
early 1930s she was aregular exhibitor in group
shows at the Goupil Gallery and in March 1937
had her first solo show at the French Gallery. She
also exhibited at the Paris Salon and with the
Royal Society of British Artists, aswell aswith
the Women's International Art Club.Clarke's
works included bronze castings, memorials and
wood scul ptures. For example she was
commissioned to sculpt the posthumous portrait
bust of Sir Walter Morley Fletcher. The most
notable of her memorialsis the panel and
medallion tribute to Joseph Conrad at
Bishopsbourne in Kent, which was unveiled in
1927.
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