
Scrimshaw, A Tabua Carved From Sperm Whale Tooth.

880 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Ivory

Length : 15,3cm

Dealer

ASIAN ART
Okimono, Netsuke, Ivory, Marfil, Elfenbein, Avorio

Mobile : 06 16 40 89 83

Plourhan 22410

Description

A beautiful tabua made of marine ivory (sperm

whale tooth) with a necklace made of plant fibers.

This scrimshaw originally belonged to a sailor on

a whaling ship; he had begun engraving the

British flag on it before likely trading it with an

islander. Fiji Islands, Polynesia.  Marine ivory,

plant fiber, signs of age. Length: 15.3 cmTabua

necklaces,made from ivory from the sperm

whale's lower jaw, wereprecious objects, passed

down from generation to generation. Theyserved

as currency--during yaqona ceremonies,to seal

contracts or promises--or even asmarriage

tokens.Fiji Islands, Polynesia  Marine ivory, plant

fibers, signs of age

https://www.proantic.com/en/1853001-scrimshaw-a-tabua-carved-from-sperm-whale-tooth.html


