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Enameled Tile - Erotic Motif - China, C. 1900

2500 EUR

Period : 19th century
Condition : Trés bon état
Material : Earthenware

Length: 41,5cm

Width : 16 cm
Description |Dea|er
A faience plate decorated with polychrome Le Curieux
enamels in the Famille Rose style. Pieces of this Eventails, Nécessaires, Objets de collection et de curiosité
kind from the late Qing Dynasty (Guangxu Mobile : 06 60 46 26 03

period, asindicated by the red mark at the bottom
left of the inscription) were sometimes intended

for export or for private collections. The scene 213 rue St Charles

draws inspiration from romantic and erotic Paris 75015

themesin classical Chinese painting, here freely
and boldly transposed onto a ceramic surface.ln
Chinese romantic literature (chun gong tu or
"spring paintings"), the back-and-forth motion of
the swing isatraditional metaphor for the act of
love. The inscription on the plaque (" Swinging on
the swing, pleasure reachesiits peak") explicitly
confirms this: thisis an erotic code that has been
established in Asiafor centuries, long before
Western artists adopted it. The inscription reads



from right to left and from top to bottom, divided
into two columns: Column 1 (right):
???2?...Transcription: Yin shi ndn nu...Meaning:
"Drinking, eating, man and woman" (aclassica
reference to Confucius's Book of Rites, reminding
us that food and sexual desire are part of
fundamental human nature). The following
characters evoke harmony and shared pleasure
(similar to ??? or ???).Column 2 (left) :

néngMeaning: " Swinging on the swing, pleasure
and excitement are at their peak.” (A literal
description of the scene depicted). Thelarge
reign seal (red square seal) Located just below the
text, this seal bearing four characterswritten in
regular script (Kaishu) provides the date of the
piece: Transcription: ?????? (Guangxu Nian Zhi)
Meaning: "Made during the reign of Guangxu"
(emperor of the Qing dynasty who reigned from
1875 to 1908). On erotic pieces from this period
(circa 1900), this mark indicates the style of the
era, athough these objects were often produced
on asemi-private basis or for export. . Artist's
signature seals At the bottom of the two
columns of text, two small red square seals can be
seen, one below the other. They typically feature
the name or studio of the painter (such as ?7??
(Qu) and ??? (Néng) or a studio name associated
with the pleasure and poetry of the scene).

https://www.proantic.com/en/1851912-enamel ed-til e-eroti c-motif-china-c-1900.html



