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Description

ProvenanceThe Royal Yacht Squadron collection,

Cowes Castle, Isle of Wight William Redford,

London.Private CollectionPossibly commissioned

by George Byng, 1st Viscount Torrington

LiteratureF. B. CockettPeter Monamy: 1681 -

1749 and His CircleThis superb maritime scene is

an archetypal Monamy painting, depicting a

three-deck gunship of the Royal Navy, proudly

flying the British Red Ensign. The turbulent sea

and dark clouds hint at stormy weather, through

which the gunship bravely persists. As is

characteristic of his works, Monamy employs a

great level of detail in his diligent depiction of the

flagship, depicting the Red Squadron flag,

wreathed gunports and a heavily ornamented

stern. In fact, the level of detail is so particular,

that it has been possible to tentatively identify the



ship as the HMS Barfleur.The HMS Barfleur was

a three-decker second-rate 90-gun ship, aligning

with the specification of the ship depicted in this

work. The ship was built in the late 1690s, when

wreathed gunports were the fashion, and was still

in service for the 1707 deployment of the new

Red Squadron flag, sported on the ship's stern.

The flying of this flag indicates the presence of

the Commander in Chief on board, specifically

the Admiral of the Fleet, who was also likely the

Admiral of the Red. The HMS Barfleur was the

flagship for George Byng, 1st Viscount

Torrington, from 1718 onwards.The ship played a

prominent role as the flagship in the Battle of

Cape Passaro, a decisive victory against the

Spanish in the War of the Quadruple Alliance.

Crucially, Byng was known to have

commissioned five large paintings from Monamy

in the mid-1720s, celebrating his naval victories -

what better a victory to celebrate than his first as

Admiral of the Fleet? It is likely, therefore, that

the above image is one of Byng's

commissions.Peter MonamyPeter Monamy was

born in London in 1681, the youngest son of a

Guernseyman. Trained originally in house

decoration, Peter Monamy was probably largely

self-taught as a marine painter. His style closely

followed that of Willem van de Velde the

younger.Monamy was working after the van de

Velde family and other Dutch painters, who had

come to work in England, had heightened interest

in shipping pictures and created a growing market

for them.He emerged with Samuel Scott as one of

the two leading figures in the first generation of

British marine painters, although his range of

work is uneven in quality. He worked

industriously for at least 40 years and left a

wealth of paintings illustrating the nation's naval

history and recording a wide range of ships of the

first half of the 18th century.Five large paintings,

one dated 1725, were produced for George Byng,

1st Viscount Torrington, (1663-1733) First Lord

of the Admiralty from 1727, commemorating his

naval triumphs. In Southill: A Regency House,



1951, Sir Oliver Millar mentions that three of

these paintings are signed, that they are executed

"in a very cartographic manner", and "are of

considerable historical interest".In 1726, he was

elected Liveryman of the Company of

Painter-Stainers to which he presented a very

large painting of the 'Royal Sovereign at anchor'

which still remains in their collection. Although

his paintings usually depict actual ships, they

rarely record specific events as, up until 1739, his

career coincided with a long period of peace.It

was probably through his friend William Hogarth

that Monamy was commissioned to decorate

several of the supper-boxes at Vauxhall Gardens

in London, with marine paintings illustrating John

Gay's patriotic ballad 'Sweet William's Farewell

to Black Eyed Susan'. The paintings are lost but

known from the engravings by Paul Fourdrinier.

He also contributed a view of the fleet in the

Downs (also lost) to the Foundling Hospital. He

lived much of his life in Westminster, close to

some of his naval patrons (especially the Durell

family of Jersey) and died there in 'indifferent'

financial circumstances according to Vertue, from

charging modest prices and working much for

dealers.
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