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Grand Tour Italian Bronze Bust, After The Antique, Known As The Pseudo Seneca, Circa 1800

Description

Grand Tour Italian bronze bust, after the antique,
known as the Pseudo Seneca, ¢.1800Italy,
presumably Naples, probably late 18th or early
19th centuryBronze, the eyesinlaid with white
and dark glass paste (one iris missing); mounted
on a Sienna yellowish marble baseTotal height:
44 cmDiameter of base: 17.5 cmProvenance:
private collection, The Netherlands* The
Pseudo-Seneca is a Roman bronze head from the
late 1st century BC, discovered in 1754 in the
Villadei Papiri in Herculaneum and now housed
in the National Archaeologica Museum of
Naples. It isthe finest example ever found among
some twenty busts depicting the same subject. It
was initially thought to represent Lucius Annaeus
Seneca, the famous Roman philosopher of the 1st
century AD. Around the beginning in the 19th
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century, the traditional theory of a'life portrait' of
Seneca was rejected, and numerous other
hypotheses were put forward regarding the
identity of the model depicted in thisimaginary
portrait. Its discovery had such an impact on the
art world that, between the late 18th and early
19th centuries, Neapolitan workshops obtained
permission to make a cast of it for bronze copies.
Our head exhibits characteristics typical of the
early models: impeccable sculptural quality, with
refined and precise details, thanks to the fact that
the casting was made from the original molds of
the work, making it the most detailed of al; a
splendid aged brown patina; abase in Siena
yellow marble of an intense ochre color, a
material rediscovered by the Neoclassical
movement for its warm, sunny hue; the system
that originally secured the head to the marble,
later replaced by alarge nut. The faceis
expressive, with athick beard and tousled hair,
giving him amelancholic and pensive air. The
bronze head of Pseudo-Seneca was one of the
most iconic antiquities of the Grand Tour.
Discovered in 1754 at the Villadei Papiri in
Herculaneum, it aroused the admiration of
travelers during their visits to Naples. The work
became a must-have item for European
aristocratic travelers. Numerous copies were
produced throughout the 19th century and up to
the present day, but the oldest remain the most
valuable. Thisbust is particularly striking and
early of date because of the inlaid eyes with white
and dark glass paste. Very good condition, one of
the irises missing. Shipping in Europe: EUR 50
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