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St. Francis Of Assisl, Painting On Tin, Venice, 17th Century.

Description

St. Francis of Assisi, painted on tin, Venice, 17th
century.Beginning in the 16th century, the
Republic of Venice served asthe ideal focal point
for analyzing the spread and success of tinplate
painting.In the 16th century, the manufacturing
process for tinplate--also known as "banda
stagnata,” consisting of athin sheet of iron coated
with alight layer of tin--was an industrial secret
firmly held by Bohemian and Saxon artisans.
Venice, through its historic merchants and
contacts at the Fondaco dei Tedeschi, held a
monopoly on importsinto Italy of these flexible,
lightweight, and rust-resistant sheets of tinned
iron. Unlike Florence and Rome, which
emphasized the primacy of drawing, the Venetian
school based its entire aesthetic on the primacy of
color and the atmospheric effects of light. The
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silvery, mirror-like surface of the tin provided
Venetian painters with the perfect medium for
enhancing oil glazes and creating the warm,
vibrant luminosity typical of tonalism. Venice,
moreover, was a cosmopolitan port, a city of
merchants, sailors, and pilgrims bound for the
Holy Land. There was a massive commercial
demand for portable devotional images.
Specialized workshops, known as "Madonneri,"
mass-produced small images of the Virgin Mary
or the saints on tin sheets: they were inexpensive,
withstood the humidity on ships, and were not
likely to break like wooden panelsin the event of
astorm.The tin-plated iron sheets were decorated
using mixed techniques: oil painting with
tranglucent lacquers (a"cold enamel" effect) or
embossing and gilding with gold leaf (the
"embossed brocade" technique). Major
workshops on the Venetian mainland
experimented extensively with metal supports. In
our painting, the saint wears a hooded monastic
robe and holds abook with ared cover; the
background is gilded with ornamental embossing.
The style is reminiscent of Byzantine or
Venetian-Cretan sacred art. Initsoriginal
frame.Dimensionspainting: 14 x 10 cmframe: 22
x 18
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