
Medieval Pilgrimage Sign, Mirror Sign, 14th-15th Century, Pewter, Gothic Period

550 EUR

Period : Before 16th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Tin

Width : 3.5 cm

Height : 5 cm
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Description

Medieval pilgrimage badge, mirror badge,

14th-15th century, pewter, Gothic Middle

AgesRare medieval pilgrimage sign in the shape

of a small mirror, made of pewter and adorned in

the center with delicate strips of period

glass.These remarkable mirror-badges constitute

a particularly unique category of medieval

pilgrimage artifacts. Sold at shrines, they could be

worn on clothing as a memento of the pilgrimage,

but also served a devotional and protective

function.The mirror symbolically allowed the

pilgrim to capture and appropriate from a distance

the blessings associated with the relic. At major

shrines, where crowds could make it difficult to

approach the reliquaries directly, the reflection of

the relic in these small mirrors could be seen as a

way to indirectly receive its virtues. The object



thus became a true symbol of protection and

remembrance, to which apotropaic value could be

attributed.Denis Bruna specifically discusses this

practice in his seminal study on medieval

insignia: Enseignes de plomb et autres menues

chosettes du Moyen Âge, Paris, Le Léopard d'Or,

2006, particularly pp. 173-174. He mentions, for

the 14th century, the case of a pilgrim in Aachen

who wore small mirrors on his clothing in the

hope of remotely receiving the blessings of the

relic preserved in the sanctuary.A comparable

example is housed at the Gruuthuse Museum in

Bruges, under inventory number 07148, attesting

to the rarity but also to the well-documented

existence of this type of object.The specimen

presented here has a particularly interesting

provenance: it was discovered in London, in the

River Thames, where it had been found

previously.Due to its small size, its material, and

above all the preserved presence of glass

elements, this sign offers a particularly evocative

insight into the devotional practices and beliefs

associated with pilgrimage objects in the Middle

Ages.Dimensions: 3.5 × 5 cmPolice Registry

Ref.: A189Professional Antique Dealer -

Guaranteed Authenticity & Peace of MindAs a

professional antique dealer, I am committed to

offering only authentic items that have been

carefully selected and are legally marketable.

Each piece is chosen for its historical, aesthetic,

or collectible value, and undergoes a rigorous

verification of its provenance.Invoice and

Traceability. Each purchase comes with a detailed

invoice and a certificate of authenticity,

guaranteeing the item's provenance and ensuring

complete transparency.Legal Compliance. All

items comply with current French and European

legislation. Any archaeological items are offered

in accordance with the Heritage Code (Articles

L.542-1 et seq.). Items that may be subject to

specific regulations (cultural, antique, or made of

specific materials) are sold strictly in accordance

with the law.International Buyers. Buyers outside

France are advised to verify the regulations



applicable in their country regarding the

importation of cultural or antique goods.Right of

Withdrawal.In accordance with the law (Article

L.221-18 of the Consumer Code), you have 14

days from receipt to return an item. Return

shipping costs are the responsibility of the buyer.

The item must be returned in its original

condition.Quality Commitment.  Buying from a

professional means enjoying security,

transparency, and reliability. I am available to

answer any additional questions you may have

before making a purchase.
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