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| Description

Victor MIKHAILOVICH VASNETSOV
(1848-1926)Saint Eudocia, wife of Dimitri
DonskoyMixed technique on
paper.Monogrammed lower right ?. 2., dated on
the verso 1885-1893.Framed under glass.H_38
cm L_20 cmExcellent state of preservation, from
aprivate collection.Provenance: Private
collection (bearing inventory stamp). Handwritten
inscription on the verso: "Viktor Vasnetsov, St.
Evdokia. 1885-1893".Thiswork testifiesto the
most prolific period of Victor Vasnetsov, a
leading figure of the Russian art revival
(Neo-Russian style) in the late 19th century. The
dating (1885-1893) coincides with the years when
the artist was intensively working on the
monumental frescoes of Saint Vladimir Cathedral
in Kiev.The subject depicts Saint Eudocia
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(Euphrosyne of Mascow, c. 1353-1407), wife of
Grand Prince Dimitri Donskoy. As much a
historical as a spiritual figure, sheisvenerated in
the Orthodox tradition as amodel of Christian
wifehood and monastic devotion. From an early
age, she distinguished herself by her piety.
During the Battle of Kulikovo, she fervently
prayed for the victory of the Russian army. After
her husband's death, she secretly led an ascetic
life, wearing chains beneath her princely
garments, before founding the Ascension
Convent in the Kremlin, where she took the veil
in 1407. Sheis celebrated for her miracles and
great charity.Here, Vasnetsov captures, with great
technical finesse, the dignity and solemnity of the
princess, underscoring the fusion between the
splendor of the medieval court and the spiritual
rigor of her destiny.
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