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Albert Decaris Engraving "allegory Of Paris* Monuments, Mid-20th Century

| Description

We present a very important engraving by Albert
Decaris (1901-1988) titled "Allegory of the City
of Paris' (or simply Paris).At the center of the
composition stands a monumental statue
embodying the city of Paris. Clothed in adrapery
with classical folds, she holds asailing ship (a
ship) in her hands, a historical symbol of
merchants, whose trade passed through the Seine
and which appears in the capital's traditional coat
of arms (Fluctuat nec mergitur).The engraving
depicts asweeping panorama of the Parisian
cityscape, through a spectacular bird's-eye view
that takes in the entire capital. In the foreground,
at the bottom of the engraving, stands
Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, depicted in great
detail with its nave, apse, and flying buttresses; it
dominates the Tle de la Cité and the branches of
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the Seine. On the |eft, the Seine winds beneath a
succession of bridges al the way to the Arc de
Triomphe on the horizon. On theright, in the
background atop its hill, stands the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart of Montmartre. Also visible are the
Church of LaMadeleine, the Sainte-Chapelle, the
Louvre Palace, the Saint-Jacques Tower,
Saint-Eustache, and others.The engraving is
characteristic of Decaris's style: an exaggerated
and dynamic bird's-eye view, precise chisel work
creating sharp contrasts of light and shadow, as
well as amonumental and neoclassical flair in the
treatment of the human figure. Albert Marius
Hippolyte Decaris, born on May 6, 1901, in
Sotteville-lés-Rouen (Seine-Inférieure) and died
on January 1 1988 in Paris, was a French painter,
decorator, and engraver.A master engraver
renowned for his virtuosity, he also worked in
watercolor and ink wash--often to prepare his
engravings--and engraved numerous postage
stamps.Our beautiful and significant engraving is
part of a numbered edition; it bears the number
36/100, along with the artist's
signature.Dimensions of the engraving (image
area): 91 x 107 cmFrame dimensions: 102.5 x
118 cmGiven its size, the engraving can be
shipped rolled.
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