
Micromosaic Box With Gold Frame, A Souvenir From The Italian "grand Tour," Early 19th Century

8 500 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Gold

Diameter : 8 cm

Dealer

Le Brun Antiques & Works of Art
18th and 19th century furniture, sculpture and works of art

Tel : +44(0)7714700750

Londres SW99JP

Description

Circular in form, the cover is finely inlaid with a

view of the Temple of Minerva Medica, Rome,

within a rope-twist border. The interior is

tortoiseshell-lined. The erroneously named

Temple of Minerva Medica is, in fact, a ruined

nymphaeum of Imperial Rome, lying between the

via Labicana and Aurelian Walls. At one time, it

was thought to be the temple to Minerva Medica

("Minerva the Doctor") mentioned by Cicero and

other sources. In fact it is a nymphaeum, a

building devoted to the nymphs and often

connected to the water supply, that dates to the

4th century. The full dome of the structure, seen

here in the mosaic, collapsed in 1828. It was a

place of interest to visiting Grand Tourists and

was the subject of an etching of 1764 by

Francesco Piranesi in his influential series Vedute



di Roma.
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