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Description

Mario Moretti Foggia (Mantua, 1882 - Pecetto di

Macugnaga, 1954)Lake View with a

WasherwomanOil on panel,Signed lower leftAn

elegant lakeside landscape by Mario Moretti

Foggia (1882-1954), a refined painter of Italian

landscapes from the first half of the 20th

century.The work depicts a tranquil cove

overlooking a large alpine lake, with a female

figure doing laundry on the shore, while in the

background stretches a low mountain range

dotted with small settlements.The composition,

constructed with great balance, is dominated by

the vast expanse of water reflecting the mountain

ranges and the sky, characterized by a vibrant

cloud formation rendered with full-bodied,

luminous brushstrokes.The setting suggests a

view of the lakes of northern Piedmont, areas the



painter visited frequently during the final decades

of his life. Although the exact vantage point

cannot be identified with absolute certainty, the

painting clearly belongs to that series of lake and

mountain landscapes that constitutes one of the

artist's most highly regarded works.From a

technical standpoint, the work highlights the

finest qualities of Moretti Foggia's painting: a

textural application of paint, built up through

rapid, overlapping brushstrokes; a palette

dominated by greens, ochres, and muted blues;

and an extraordinary attention to atmospheric

effects. The light, rather than merely describing

the landscape, constructs its visual structure,

lending depth and unity to the entire composition.

The small figure of the washerwoman introduces

a narrative element that humanizes the scene

without altering its contemplative character,

evoking that tradition of Lombard and

Piedmontese landscape painting in which daily

labor blends harmoniously with nature.The broad,

concise brushstrokes reveal the influence of his

training at the Cignaroli Academy in Verona and

later at the Brera Academy, where Moretti Foggia

studied under masters such as Giuseppe Mentessi

and Cesare Tallone. Although he began with a

solid academic foundation, the painter developed

a personal style close to Lombard naturalism,

open to the influences of Italian Impressionism

and, in some works, to a chromatic

decomposition of Divisionist origin.Born in

Mantua in 1882, Mario Moretti Foggia made his

debut at a very young age in Milan's major

exhibitions, participating in the shows organized

by the Permanente and the Famiglia Artistica. He

participated in four editions of the Venice

Biennale between 1920 and 1926 and, at the same

time, developed a significant body of work as an

Orientalist painter, thanks to his numerous trips to

Egypt, Syria, and North Africa. However,

alongside his famous views of Cairo and

Damascus, his works depicting the landscapes of

Lake Verbano and the Alps now represent one of

the most sincere expressions of his artistic



exploration, in which nature becomes the absolute

protagonist of the composition.This painting

bears direct resemblance to similar works

depicting the lakes of Piedmont, found in public

and private collections, which share the same

spatial composition, the use of raking light, and

the presence of small figures immersed in the

landscape.The artist's signature in the lower left

corner, the quality of the paint, and the freshness

of the execution place this work among the most

compelling examples of the artist's mature period,

a time when the landscape became a synthesis of

direct observation and sensitivity to light.- All our

works are accompanied by a detailed certificate

of authenticity.- Professional packaging and

insured shipping to ensure maximum safety

during transport.- For further information, please

do not hesitate to contact us +39 329 319 4887 -

info@dequart.com- Option for VIDEO CALLS

and in-person viewings by appointment in

MILAN and BORGOMANERO (NO).-
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