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Description

FREEMASONRY/ALCHEMY 18TH

CENTURY WESTERN EUROPE PHOENIX

ON THE BURNING PILE DRAWING ON

VELIN (SKIN) OIL PASTEL, INK,

CHARCOAL PALIMPSEST? 18th-century

drawing of a phoenix on the pyre, on a sheet of

vellum (parchment), in oil pastel, charcoal, and

ink.Note the traces of writing at the top of the

drawing (palimpsest--skin scraped to be reused,

or exposure to sunlight?)The phoenix on the pyre,

rising from its ashes, is both an alchemical

symbol and a Masonic symbol, as seen in our

drawing, where the pyre is composed of logs

arranged in the shape of a St. Andrew's

cross. This Masonic symbol is found notably in

lodges of the Primitive Scottish Rite (PSR), the

earliest traces of which date back to the 18th



century (circa 1780). This may be linked,

perhaps, to the "Rosslyn Phoenix" at the Orient of

Namur, Belgium. The inscription: HIC MIHI

DULCE MORI, meaning "Here it is sweet for me

to die," suggests rebirth, renewal of knowledge,

transformation, change, progress, and new

understanding... Very good condition (see

descriptive photos). Vellum sheet dimensions: 9.2

x 12.3 cm.
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