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Description

Date: 3rd-4th century A.D.Origin: Roman
AfricaFormer provenance: Carthage, according to
a handwritten note dated April 27,
1963Provenance: Former private collectionThe
Dolphin and the Sea- A Symbol of Good Fortune
and Protection in the Ancient WorldA rare
Roman oil lamp made of light-colored terracotta,
formerly from Carthage according to
documentation that has been preserved with the
object since 1963.Circular in shape, the lamp
features a concave disc-shaped reservoir pierced
by afilling hole, extended by a spout designed to
hold the wick. The central medallion, surrounded
by a molded border with aregular pattern, is
adorned with a stylized dolphin depicted in relief,
recognizable by its curved body, elongated
rostrum, and fins.A creature particularly
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Period : Before 16th century
Condition : En l'etat
Material : Terracotta

|Dea|er

STUDIOML +
Religious Art - Folk Art - Curiosities - Early Period

Mobile : 0663167866

Maussane-les-Alpilles 13520



cherished in Greco-Roman antiquity, the dolphin
belongs to the vast iconographic repertoire
associated with the sea and the aquatic world.
Considered a beneficial and protective animal, it
appears frequently in ancient art, notably on
mosaics, coins, ceramics, and everyday
objects.The piece is of additional interest dueto
the preservation of its original handwritten
inventory note, dated April 27, 1963. This
document explicitly states "Provenance:
Carthage," aswell asthat it was made of
light-colored terracotta--which was then
considered alocal material--and suggests a date
in the 3rd-4th centuries A.D.The author of this
old description, however, had interpreted the
central motif as afish and, on the reverse side of
the document, reflected on the Ichthys, a symbol
used in early Christianity to represent Christ.This
earlier iconographic identification must be
corrected: the animal depicted on the medallionis
adolphin, not an Ichthys fish. The Christian
interpretation presented in the record cannot
therefore be accepted as a definitive reading of
the design. Nevertheless, this documentation
remains particularly interesting as an ancient
record of the study, provenance, and collection
history of the object, with which it has been
preserved for over sixty years.Thislamp thus
constitutes an interesting example of terracotta
lamp production in Roman Africa, remarkable
both for its dol phin motif and for the exceptional
preservation of its ancient handwritten
documentation, which mentions a provenance
from Carthage as early as
1963.DescriptionMaterial: Light-colored
terracottaShape: Circular lamp with a concave
disc, a projecting spout, and a handle that is now
incompleteDecoration:o Central medallion
depicting a stylized dolphin in reliefo Molded
border with aregular decorative patterno Fuel
hole located on the discTechnique:
CastingConditionArchaeological condition.The
piece exhibits several signs of age, notably an
incomplete handle, cracks, wear, and visible



repairs, consistent with its history and already
partially documented in historical records.The
central decoration remains perfectly identifiable
and legible.DimensionsLength: 10.5
cmProvenanceFormer private collection.Former
provenance: Carthage, according to a handwritten
note preserved with the object and dated April 27,
1963.This historical documentation accompanies
the lamp and constitutes an important part of its
collection history.BibliographyDeneauve (1969):
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