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Solid Copper Tsuba - Meiji Period (late 19th Century) - Ryuko And Ken Motif - Mumel

| Description

Solid copper tsuba, dating fromthe late Meiji era
(late 19th century). This piece stands out
frommodern industrial productions dueto its
complex artistic composition, itsorganic patina,
and the finesse of its engraving. It is an art object
steeped in symbolism.
CHARACTERISTICS:Materia: High-density
solid copper.Period: Late 19th century (Meiji era,
aperiod ofartistic transition). Technique: Artistic
casting with hand-finished details.Border (Mimi):
A fine, precise border,reflecting a pursuit of
elegance and lightness characteristic
ofhigh-quality pieces.Patina: Deep natural patina
with richshades, accentuating the reliefs and
contrasts of the scene.Weight: 117
gramsDimensions: Diameter 8
cmICONOGRAPHY AND SYMBOLISM:The

420 EUR

Period : 19th century
Condition : Trés bon état
Material : Copper
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composition isamodel ofvisual
storytelling:Ryuko (Dragonand Tiger): The
dragon(celestial, Y ang) and the tiger (terrestrial,
Yin) are depicted in a symbolicduel. This union
represents the perfect balance of opposing
forcesnecessary for wisdom and self-control. The
Ken (Swordof Wisdom): Acentral, rare, and
significant element, the dragon is coiled around a
Ken (straightsword). In Esoteric Buddhism, this
blade represents the decisive actionof the warrior
and the spiritual power that cuts through
ignorance.Continuity (Omote/Ura): The designiis
continuous from oneside to the other, with the
dragon'stail winding harmoniously around
thestructure, making this tsuba a cohesive work
of art from every angle.POINT OF
INTEREST:Rarity of themotif: Unlike the
mass-produceditems found on the market today,
this piece features acomplex iconography
(Dragon + Tiger + Ken) that isvery

uncommon." Specia Edition"Quality: The
finesseof the details, the texture of the copper,
and the care taken in the chiseling aftercasting
clearly distinguish it from modern industrial
fittings.Period Piece: A testament to the transition
of Japanese craftsmanship toward decorative art in
the late 19th century, itpossesses a " soul” and
historical weight that contemporary
replicaslack. CONDITION:Patina: Very beautiful,
unaltered antique patina, giving it anoble and
"weathered" appearance.Structure: Excellent
structural integrity, with clean andprecise edges.
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