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Description

Federico Moja (Milan 1802 - Dolo 1885) - Music

Lesson in Church.30 x 37 cm (without frame) -

42 x 51 cm (with frame).Oil on canvas, in a

carved and gilded wooden frame.Signed lower

left: «Moja 1846».Provenance: Dorotheum,

Vienna, 29 April 2026, "19th Century Paintings",

lot 526 (estimate EUR 4,000 - 6,000).Federico

Moja is a central figure in nineteenth-century

Lombard painting, trained at the Brera Academy

and active across Italy and Northern Europe,

where he developed a particular sensitivity for

architectural interiors and genre scenes. His work

shows the clear influence of the Flemish and

Dutch schools, from which he absorbed a careful

attention to light, material texture, and

understated narrative.The painting depicts a

Gothic-Flemish church interior where a group of



nuns is engaged in a musical rehearsal. At the

centre of the composition, a young girl in

coloured civilian dress plays the violin under the

guidance of a nun, while other sisters perform on

cello and double bass, reading from the same

music stand. To the left, an elderly nun watches

the scene with hands joined in prayer, lending the

composition a tone of quiet devotion. Light enters

from above through a stained-glass window,

falling softly on the dark habits and carved

wooden choir stalls. The palette, dominated by

warm browns and deep blacks, is animated by the

girl's coloured dress, the focal point of the

composition.The date 1846 places the work in the

early maturity of the artist, when his language had

achieved a solid balance between architectural

documentation and sentimental narrative, in

keeping with the tastes of bourgeois collecting of

the period.Condition report: Original canvas.

Good state of conservation of the painted

surface.All shipments within the EU are free and

professionally packaged.This item is sold with a

legally valid certificate of authenticity.Further

details regarding the condition report are

available upon request.Viezzi Arte guarantees

quality and professionalism at competitive prices;

contact us at info@viezziarte.it or via WhatsApp

at +39 3402841279.Notice to non-Italian buyers:

This artwork has not yet obtained the certificate

of free export from Italy, issued by the

Superintendence of Cultural Heritage, which

certifies that the artwork does not belong to Italy's

cultural heritage and may therefore be freely

exported. Regulations effective as of 2026

provide for shorter processing times for works

with a declared value of less than EUR50,000,

determined at the discretion of the expert

commission: on average, 2-3 weeks from the

submission of the request. All costs related to this

procedure are included in the price.Disclaimer:

Renderings: The setting images are AI-generated

for illustrative purposes and may not reflect the

actual proportions of the artwork.
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