
Gabon. Punu Mask With A Hinged Jaw 

220 EUR

Period : 20th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Painted wood

Width : 17 cm

Height : 27 cm

Dealer

Pierquin Philippe
Tableaux anciens, objets de charme

Mobile : 0033609687180

14 rue Jules Ferry

Châlette-sur-Loing 45120

Description

Although I am by no means an expert on

primitive arts,  I was intrigued by the unique

feature of this Punu mask: the lower jaw is

detached from the mask  and secured with

straps. This allows the mask to make clicking

sounds as it moves during ritual dances--sounds

undoubtedly intended to imitate the voices of the

elders in Okuyi ceremonies.The effect is

striking--and, for some, unsettling. Acquired from

a junk dealer who clears out houses,  this mask

must have been brought back in the 1950s.It has

an  elegant and serene presence. The pedestal will

give it even more presence 

https://www.proantic.com/en/1790558-gabon-punu-mask-with-a-hinged-jaw.html


