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SEAL OF FRANCIS, CONFESSOR OF GUIDO,
MARQUIS OF VALIANAInscription: S
FRANCISCI 9FSORIS GVIDONIS
MARCHIONISOF VALIANAPeriod: 14th
centuryType: Ecclesiastical Description: This seal
most likely corresponds to the seal matrix of
Frangois, a clergyman identified as the confessor
of Guido del Monte, Marquis of Valiana. It dates
to the 14th century, a period during which Guido
del Monte held important military positions,
notably that of captain of the city of Todi in
1338.Francois's presence in the marquis's
entourage suggests arole as spiritual advisor and
trusted cleric, tasked with supporting and
legitimizing the actions of the feudal lord from a
religious perspective. The inscription on the seal
confirms this close relationship between the
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confessor and his patron, explicitly linking
Frangois's name to that of Guido and histitle of
marquis.Guido del Monteis believed to have died
around 1355, which places the use of thisseal in
thefirst half or the middle of the 14th century.
Thistype of seal, intended for ecclesiastical use,
attests to the importance of religious figures
within medieval feudal power structures, aswell
astheir rolein validating and authenticating
documents.
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