9= PROANTIC

.
| .';Q- - LE PLUS BEAL) CATALOGUE DANTICHLNTES

Infant Jesus With A Heart 17th Century Italian Devotional Sculpture

Description

An Italian devotional wooden sculpture from the
1600s depicting the Infant Jesus with a Heart,
carved and lacquered in polychrome. The child is
shown standing, with his weight dlightly shifted
onto hisleft leg. Hisright arm is extended
outward, holding ared heart in his hand--though
it could also be an apple or a pomegranate,
traditional iconographic symbols associated with
original sin or the Passion. Hisleft armis
extended downward and dlightly forward, with
the palm of his hand facing upward. Thefaceis
characterized by gentle, childlike features, with
dlightly flushed cheeks. He has large, dark,
wide-open eyes that ook dightly upward or
toward the viewer. Brown curling hair frame his
face. The child'storso is bare, revealing a soft yet
well-defined anatomical rendering. The hips and
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Period : 17th century
Condition : En I'etat
Material : Painted wood
Width : cm. 44

Height : cm. 63,5 - cm 66
Depth : cm. 22
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legs are partially wrapped in a deep red cloth, tied
at the waist on the |eft side. The drapery is
sculpted in a three-dimensional manner, creating
deep folds that lend movement to the figure. The
work is made of carved and subsequently painted
wood--polychrome wood. The painted surface
shows signs of aging. Small cracks, sight
abrasions, and gaps in the paint application are
visible, particularly on the arms, legs, and
feet--features typical of ancient sculptures that
attest to its authenticity and age. The big toes are
missing, as are the fingers of the left hand, but
the clean cut might suggest that they were likely
attached to another decorative element, indicating
that the scul pture was probably part of a more
elaborate decorative ensemble. . The eyes are
made of glass, and one of them is spun. Missing
parts and old restorations are consistent with the
1600s age. Italy, 17th century. Listed size refers
to figure height only. The sculpture stands on a
modern wooden base 2 cm high.
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