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Maximilien Fiot (1886-1953), Two Y oung Goats

Description

Deux chevrettesBronze with dark brown patina,
signed M. Fiot on the base. Antique | ost-wax
casting, during the artist's lifetime, by Susse
Fréres.Circa 1930FeaturesSignature of scul ptor
M. Fiot on the base.Pastille of founder Susse
Freres and numbered 3.Mention "Susse Fréres
Editeurs Paris’.Mention "cire perdue” indicating
the casting technique."Bronze"
stamp.DimensionsWidth 53 cmHeight 37
cmDepth 17 cmBiography Maximilien
FIOT.Maximilien Fiot was bornin 1886 in
Touraine (Le Grand-Pressigny). Fiot began an
apprenticeship with sculptor Prosper Lecourtier,
who had himself studied with Fremiet, and made
acareer as an animal sculptor, with dogs being
his main specialty. For hisfirst appearance at the
Salon des Artistes Frangais in 1904, Fiot
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Signature : Maximilien FIOT (1886-1953)
Period : 20th century

Condition : Tres bon état

Materia : Bronze
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exhibited a plaster dog. At the time, he was only
eighteen and led a very modest existence, living
in asmall house in Nogent-sur-Marne, avillage
in the countryside just outside Paris, aregion
much favored by Impressionist painters. The
following year, he was awarded a Medal of
Honor. Thiswas followed by abronze medal in
1911 and a silver onein 1913.After the First
World War, Fiot worked on several war
memorials. He continued to exhibit at the "Salon
des Artistes Frangais*, becoming a member in the
1920s. Fiot created birds, horses, dogs, felines
and wild animals from French forests: in
particular, he created hiswild boar group and a
Fawn, which he exhibited at the 1928 Salon.He
was a naturalist sculptor, a contemporary of
Pompon. He did not stylize his models, but
depicted them in the serene attitudes of their daily
lives. His style is modern, dynamic and refined,
distinguishing him from other sculptors of his
time, whose more static works are marked by the
Art Deco style. Fiot's bronzes are distinguished
by their observation of movement, which gives
his subjects vitality and a striking likeness. The
majority of hisworks were reproduced in bronze,
by the Susse foundry, using the lost-wax process.
Some of his early bronzes were cast by other
foundries. He also produced original terracottas,
which may have been preparatory studies for his
stone pieces. He often depicts animalsin pairs or
groups. At the 1933 Salon, he won a gold medal,
which placed him out of the competition, i.e.
excluded from future competitions. He continued
to work until his death in 1953 in Corbell,
Essonne.Biography of the Susse Fréres
foundry:The house of Susse Fréres, originally
founded in 1758 in Paris, evolved in the 19th
century into one of France's most important art
foundry-publishers. The Susse brothers devel oped
bronze casting from the 1830s-1840s, acquired a
foundry and signed publishing contracts with
major sculptors; the company was particularly
renowned for the finesse of its prints and the
careful application of patinas. Susse has



published and reproduced works and models by
sculptors such as Pierre-Jules Méne,
Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux and Jules Dalou, and
remains a benchmark for nineteenth- and
twentieth-century bronzes.
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