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Bon Sauvage Clock:

Description

Pendulum au bon sauvage : "Lanourrice
africaine”. Empire period.Rare gilt bronze and
brown patina Empire period clock known as"La
nourrice Africaine”. The circular enamelled dial
with Roman numerals and Bréguet-type handsin
blued steel. Thisone is enclosed in a case made
entirely of finely chased and gilded bronze,
inscribed in abundle of sugar canestied with a
rope and supported by awoman with glass sulfide
eyes, dressed in aloincloth and wearing afeather
plume.The latter, suspended from her neck,
carries abark in which a newborn baby
slumbers. The ensembl e rests on an oval terrace
embellished with an applique motif representing
reeds centered on a shell. Four spinning top feet
compl ete the composition.It was in the last
decade of the 18th century and the first years of
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Period : 19th century
Condition : Tres bon état
Material : Bronze
Width: 23 cm

Height : 38.5

Depth: 11cm
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the following century that the first models of
so-called "au sauvage" clocks appeared. They
follow a philosophical trend developed in some
great literary and historical works, notably Paul et
Virginie by Bernardin de Saint-Pierre published
in 1787 , Atala by Chateaubriand which and
above all Daniel Defoe's hovel published in 1719:
Robinson Crusoe.This clock, depicting a young
African nursemaid carrying a newborn child, is
among the most appreciated and sought-after
models among antique clock enthusiasts. Its
composition is directly inspired by adrawing
registered in 1807 by the bronze-maker Croutelle
ainé, kept at the Bibliothégue Nationale de Paris,
Cabinet des Estampes (see D. and C. Fléchon,
"Lapendule au négre", Bulletin de I'Association
national e des Collectionneurs et Amateurs
d'Horlogerie ancienne, Spring 1992, n°63, p.32,
fig.4).Very fine condition. Original gilding and
patina.Movement overhauled by an art
watchmaker, perfect working order.Empire
period.Bibliography:-La Pendule au "Négre",
Saint-Omer, Musée de I'H6tel Sandelin, 1978, pp.
8-9-M-C. Delacroix, "Les Pendules au negre"”,
L'Estampille n. 100 (August 1978), p. 11-H.
Ottomeyer and P. Proschel, Vergoldete Bronzen,
Die Bronzearbeiten des Spétbarock und
Klassizismus, Munich, 1986, p. 381, fig.
5.15.27-J. Ramon Colon de Carvagja, Catalogo de
Relojes del Patrimonio Nacional, Madrid, 1987,
p. 119-P.Kjellberg, Encyclopédie de la pendule
Francaise du Moyen-&ge au XXe siecle, Paris,
1997, p. 345, fig. F-Musée Francois Duesberg,
Arts décoratifs 1775-1825, Brussels, 2004,
p.59).Comparative pendulums:-Hotel des ventes
Giraudeau, September 23, 2023, lot 51, sold for
EUR19300-Galerie Moderne, February 23, 2021,
lot 513, sold for EUR26,000- Christie's London
sale, June 23, 1988, lot 121.- Christie's London
sale, September 22, 2011, lot 15. Basket and baby
missing. Dimensions:Height 38.5 cmWidth 23
cmDepth 11 cmWe'll take care of delivery in
France and abroad. Shipping terms depend on
your location. Contact us to find out how much it



will cost and to arrange your delivery. We take
great care to ensure that your purchases are
properly packaged and protected. Asonly part of
our Furniture and Works of Artisvisibleon
Proantic, we invite you to follow our Instagram
account where you can enjoy al the new items
put on display: @monantiquaireAll our Furniture
and Works of Art On our website: MY
ANTIQUARY We look forward to your
visit,Géraldine Buisson & Manuel Keepfer.
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