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French Industrial Automaton Clock, Horizontal Steam Engine

Description

Very rare so-called "industrial” clock, horizontal
steam engine automaton from the late 19th
century by the Diette and Hour company. A clock
inspired by an industrial machine, in brass:
silvered matte and polished, coppered, and gilded
mounted on a black Belgian marble base
supported by four rectangular gilt brass feet. Two
silvered dials: on the left, asmall clock with an
eight-day power reserve; on the right, a barometer
(not tested). The upper section is powered by a
second mechanism, with arunning time of
approximately two hours.Videos upon
regquest.Signed at the top D.H. déposé for Diette
and Hour.Circa 1880-90.The clock isfully
serviced and restored. A rare and highly
collectible timepiece, listed in specialist works.
Examples of thistype of clock can be found in

18 500 EUR

Signature : Diette et Hour
Period : 19th century
Condition : Parfait état
Materia : Bronze

Width : 29 cm

Height : 27 cm

Depth : 14 cm
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museums dedicated to watchmaking, such as the
Musée International d'horlogerie, the Musée des
Artset Métiersin Paris, the Beyer Museum in
Zurich, the Grassy Museum in Madrid, the Umaid
Bhavan Museum in Jodhpur, India, and even the
collections of the Forbidden City in Beljing.The
Diette and Hour workshop for the manufacture of
clocks and "bronzes" is known for its models of
industrial clocks, sometimes animated (in the
style of Guilmet). D. Roussidlle, in hiswork on
the 1889 Paris Universa Exhibition, describes the
works of this workshop as follows:. "The diversity
of genresin the numerous pieces exhibited
attracts a considerable crowd from morning to
night and holds their attention for quite some time
dueto the curiosity it arouses. One person
admires asmall locomotive that seems to be
running at full speed. Another's gaze lingerson a
miniature steam hammer, or perhaps on small
high- or low-pressure machines, or even on
rotating lighthouses that present different light
effects to astonished eyes, like our large
lighthouses on the ocean coasts. And al these
charming little machines turn and movein
various directions, not by steam, not by
electricity, but by asimple gear (...). The Diette
and Hour firm has long specialized in these
interesting little mechanisms that certainly amuse
while telling the time and also educate, by giving
an accurate idea of how these various devices
work on alarger scale.”
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