]
e
=

0924 PROANTIC

N

LE PLUS BEAL CATALOGUE DANTIOUATES

Vintage Industrial Gym Mat Made Of Thick Cowhide Leather, Belgium, 1930s

Description

This Belgian industrial gymnastics mat from the
1930sis a superb example of early 20th-century
athletic equipment, crafted from thick, robust
natural cowhide that has developed arich and
expressive patina over nearly a century of use. Its
warm brown surface, marked by creases, scuffs,
and the subtle darkening that only time can
produce, tells the story of an object built to last,
in an erawhen sports equipment was handcrafted,
solid, and decidedly functional. The mat's
construction reflects the industrial spirit of
interwar Belgium, when factories and training
halls relied on durable and authentic materials.
The thick-gauge, tightly stitched leather was
designed to withstand repeated impacts and
constant handling. Its tactile surface, softened by
decades of use, retains the authenticity and

2900 EUR

Period : 20th century
Condition : Bon état
Material : Leather
Width : 177

Height : 7

Depth: 117
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character that collectors of vintage sporting goods
and industrial design so value. The integrated
leather handle adds both practicality and charm,
highlighting the mat's original function while
enhancing its sculptural presence today. In the
1930s, physical education was gaining increasing
importance in Europe, and equipment like this
mat played a central role in gymnasiums, military
training centers, and sports clubs. These pieces
were built to last, and few have survived in such
evocative condition. This mat is a testament to the
craftsmanship of the era: utilitarian,
straightforward, and made with materials destined
to age beautifully. In contemporary interiors, this
vintage gym mat becomes a striking decorative
object. It can be hung as a piece of wall art, used
as alayered accent in aloft or industrial space, or
incorporated into a curated collection of sporting
memorabilia. Its raw texture and warm tones
bring depth and authenticity to modern spaces,
making it a captivating piece for those who
appreciate the intersection of history,
craftsmanship, and industrial aesthetics.
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