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Description

The beautiful painting "Hebe Quenching Jupiter's

Drink in the Form of an Eagle" is one of the most

emblematic examples of the art of Natale

Schiavoni, a prominent artist of the first half of

the 19th century, a period in which the influences

of Canova's Neoclassicism began to merge with a

softer, more atmospheric sensibility, a prelude to

the taste for Romanticism. Natale Schiavoni

(Chioggia 1777 - Venice 1858), celebrated by his

contemporaries as the "painter of graces,"

expressed in this canvas a profound

understanding of the aesthetic canons that

dominated European courts, from Vienna to

Milan.The painting presents itself as an ethereal

vision: the Goddess of Youth is portrayed in an

elegant pose, emerging from a background of soft

clouds that recall the influence of the great



masters of 16th-century Veneto. She wears a

classically styled white robe that falls in flowing,

transparent folds, depicted with a mastery that

reveals the artist's ability to render the material

textures of fabrics through skillful brushstrokes.

The goddess's right arm is raised in a graceful

gesture as she holds a crystal ampoule, whose

transparency and luminous reflections are

masterfully rendered. With her left hand, she

offers a golden bowl to the eagle, which, with

partially spread wings and its brown plumage

depicted with naturalistic meticulousness, bends

to drink the ambrosia, divine nectar. The light of

the scene seems to emanate from the goddess's

very body, accentuating her divine and ideal

nature. The iconographic subject chosen by

Schiavoni is among the most famous in classical

mythology and enjoyed uninterrupted popularity

from the Renaissance until the 19th century:

Hebe, daughter of Zeus and Hera, is the

personification of Youth, and her primary role in

Olympus was as cupbearer to the gods, charged

with distributing the nectar and ambrosia that

granted immortality to the inhabitants of the

heavens. In the painting, the act of quenching the

eagle's thirst takes on a profoundly symbolic

meaning: the eagle is not only an attribute of

Jupiter, but the god himself, receiving vital

nourishment from the personified Youth. Beyond

the mythological narrative, the painting is full of

allegorical meanings that reflect the culture of the

Restoration: in a Europe struggling to regain

order after the storms of Napoleon, the figure of

Hebe became the symbol of the return to purity

and stability. During this period, the allegorical

portrait in the guise of Hebe became a real

fashion among noblewomen, who loved to be

identified with the goddess to ennoble their image

through the values of grace and purity, and Natale

Schiavoni masterfully intercepted this trend

throughout his European career.ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION:

 

The artwork is sold with a



certificate of authenticity and guarantee.

We take care of and organize the

shipping of purchased artworks, both within Italy

and internationally, through

professional and insured couriers.

No additional costs will be

charged if the artwork is collected directly by the

buyer at our gallery.

For shipments outside Italy,

delivery times are estimated at a minimum of 15

days, which may vary depending

on the export permit procedures.

The artwork can be viewed at our

gallery in Orzinuovi (BS), where we will be

pleased to welcome you and present

our collections.

We remain at your complete

disposal, also by phone, at the following

numbers:

+39 340 217 2217

+39 340 241 7919
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