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Description

Albert Bitran (1931-2018), New School of Paris

"Untitled"Mixed media on paperSigned and dated

71 lower leftGood overall conditionDimensions

54 x 75 cm - framed 70.5 x 90.5 cmA Closer

Look at the Work ® This mixed-media piece on

paper reveals a rigorously constructed

composition--a direct legacy of Albert Bitran's

training as an architect. The work is organized

around a dense central core from which oblique,

fragmented forms radiate, evoking an almost

architectural structure. The collage element--kraft

paper--introduces a fibrous, organic texture that

interacts with the layers of acrylic paint. Through

the use of réserve (1) and épargne (2)--techniques

involving the deliberate omission of paint--Bitran

allows the underlying material to show through,

creating depth and surface variation without



overcrowding the composition. Dominant

diagonals infuse the piece with dynamic energy,

while a palette of ochres and blacks provides

balanced spatial structure. Lighter areas introduce

a sense of breathing space and light amidst the

darker masses. This work will be included in the

*catalogue raisonné* currently being prepared by

Hélène de Panafieu-Bitran, Mariane

Spang-Hanssen-Bitran, and Clotilde Scordia.

Public Collections : Albert Bitran's artistic career

has garnered established institutional recognition.

His work features in numerous national and

international public collections, confirming his

status as a significant figure in the art of the

second half of the 20th century. (1) Réserve: an

area intentionally left blank or lightly painted to

preserve the light or color of the underlying

support. (2) Épargne: a technique involving

leaving parts of the support exposed to create

contrasts, areas of "breathing space," or textural

effects.
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