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Description

Oil on oak panelAntic frame: 70 x 60 cm. Panel:

56 × 45 cmThis devotional composition, rich in

iconographic density, depicts theCoronation of

the Virgin encircled by a celestial choir of angels

whose variedattitudes and musical instruments

form a harmonious heavenly concert. Thescene,

suffused with a golden radiance and structured

through a carefullyorchestrated arrangement of

figures, reflects the enduring presence of the

lateMannerist sensibility in early

seventeenth-century Antwerp.The work is

distinguished by the precision of its

draughtsmanship, thedelicacy of its flesh tones,

and the virtuosity of its draperies--hallmarks

ofLouis de Caullery's hand and workshop. A

recent cleaning has restored the originalbrilliance

of the palette--particularly the saturated reds,



luminous greens, andvibrant golds--and revealed

a level of execution that strongly supports

theattribution. The refinement of the angelic

physiognomies, the meticulousrendering of the

instruments, and the overall compositional

coherence point toan experienced artist well

versed in complex figural arrangements and

luminousatmospheres.Iconographically, the

painting belongs to the Flemish tradition of

MarianCoronation imagery, a theme especially

prized in post-Tridentine Catholiccontexts. It

exemplifies the intersection between the lingering

elegance ofinternational Mannerism and the

emerging baroque vocabulary, in

whichheightened theatricality and chromatic

intensity play an increasingly centralrole.Louis de

Caullery (c. 1580-1621) is part of thegeneration

of Antwerp painters active at the transition

between late Mannerismand the rise of the

Baroque. Admitted as a master to the Guild of

Saint Luke in1602, he worked within a vibrant

artistic milieu shaped by the enduring influenceof

sixteenth-century Antwerp Mannerists--such as

Marten de Vos and the Franckenfamily--while

gradually absorbing the formal innovations that

would culminate inthe Rubensian

aesthetic.Although his oeuvre remains relatively

rare and only partially documented,Caullery is

known for a remarkable thematic diversity:

courtly scenes and fêtesgalantes, architectural

capricci, animated urban views, as well as

religiouscompositions of notable refinement. He

excelled in multi-figure scenes,deploying a keen

sense of staging, a pronounced taste for

decorative detail,and a luminous palette that lends

his works a distinctive charm.Despite the brevity

of his career, Louis de Caullery occupies an

importantplace in the stylistic evolution of the

Antwerp school. His paintings bearwitness to a

pivotal moment in which the refinements of late

Mannerism mergewith the early stirrings of a

more naturalistic and dynamic baroque language.
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