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Period : 17th century

Condition : Etat d'usage

Material : Oil painting
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Description

Oil on canvas in its original gilt and carved

wooden frame, depicting a portrait of the Duchess

of Portsmouth. 17th century. Fair condition,

restoration planned. H. 60 x W. 50.5 cm (with

frame) H. 45.5 x W. 36 cm (visible area) Louise

de Kéroualle arrived in England in 1670 from

France as a lady-in-waiting to the Duchess of

Orléans, sister of King Charles II. A few months

later, after her mistress's death, she returned to

England to become a lady-in-waiting to Queen

Catherine of Braganza. After about a year in this

position, encouraged by the French government,

which hoped she would be a diplomatic asset, she

became the mistress of Charles II. In 1672, ten

months after the start of their relationship, she

gave birth to their son, Charles, Duke of

Richmond. In 1673, she was created Duchess of



Portsmouth. She exerted some influence on

national and international politics, but remained

generally unpopular because of her nationality

and religion.
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