
E. Cornu, Pair Of "roll-shaped" Vases, France, Circa 1870

5 800 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Bon état

Width : 16,5

Height : 27,5

Depth : 15
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Description

This beautiful pair of roll-shaped vases attr. to E.

Cornu is composed of cylindrical onyx bodies

circled by finely chased bronze mounts with gilt

and silvered highlights, creating an elegant

chromatic contrast. The upper section is

surrounded by an openwork gallery decorated

with scrolls and stylized motifs. On each side are

attached movable handles adorned with scrolling

designs. They rest on circular bases embellished

with cherry blossoms, supported by scrolled feet

accentuated with floral motifs and stylized

leaves.Through their slender proportions and the

masterful combination of onyx and bronze, these

vases may be attributed to Eugène Cornu

(1827-1899), a Parisian bronze-caster renowned

for his creations combining hardstones and

high-luxury gilt bronze furnishings. These works



fully embody the tradition of prestigious

decorative objects intended to adorn salons and

bourgeois or aristocratic interiors at the end of the

19th century.BiographyThe sculptor Eugène

Cornu (1827-1899), installed in Paris at N.29 rue

Popincourt, after having worked as a designer and

then director for the renowned company Tahan,

worked closely with the « Compagnie des

Marbres Onyx d'Algérie », led by Gustave Viot,

successor of Alphonse Pallu, at N.24 boulevard

des Italiens. They produced luxurious furniture

and art objects, incorporating onyx marble and

bronze, with sometimes enamel, a combination

then considered as a novelty and become quickly

highly prized among wealthy collectors. They

both showed at the 1867 Universal Exhibition

held in Paris a fine pair of onyx, bronze and

enamel vases (signed « G. Viot et Cie, Exposition

de 1867, Eugène Cornu Inventeur » ; Catalogue

Officiel de l'Exposition, groupe III, classe XIV, «

meubles de luxe », n°65) for which Cornu and

Viot won the Gold Medal (Rapports du Jury

International, Exposition Universelle de 1867 à

Paris, 1868, t. III, groupe III, classe XV, chapître

II, § 2, p°45 & 46). Around 1873, Eugène Cornu

became director of the Company, which took then

the name of « Société des Onyx d'Algérie E.

Cornu et Cie ». The name of this company

refering to the quarries of onyx the firm exploited

near Oran, Algeria, remained opened until the

begining of the 20th century.
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