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Description

Sarah Bernhardt at Home, circa 1896. A rare

photograph depicting Sarah Bernhardt in her

home, taken around 1896 by Paul Nadar, a major

figure in Parisian photography at the end of the

19th century. Son of the renowned Félix Nadar,

Paul Nadar distinguished himself with his

portraits of artists, writers, and leading figures of

the Belle Époque's cultural scene. The

composition shows Sarah Bernhardt in an

intimate and refined setting, surrounded by

personal belongings, draperies, and furniture

characteristic of her world. The pose, natural and

poised, reveals the tragedienne's full personality:

elegance, authority, and a keen sense of staging.

This photograph belongs to a series of portraits

Nadar took in the privacy of his subjects, far from

the strict confines of the studio. This image



provides an exceptional glimpse into the private

life of the most celebrated actress of her time. It

transcends a simple portrait to become a true

historical document, revealing Sarah Bernhardt's

daily life and personal aesthetic. The work is

preserved in its original frame, as evidenced by

the photographs provided. This antique frame

contributes significantly to the authenticity and

historical significance of the piece. Vintage silver

gelatin photograph. Original print. Dimensions :

Photograph: W: 28.5 cm x H: 41.5 cmOriginal

frame: W: 45.3 cm x H: 41.5 cmCondition : Very

good condition for a print of this period. The

photograph shows no signs of age and retains

excellent legibility. Note that the frame is also in

very good condition, apart from a few chips

visible in the corners and in places on the

molding. It is essential to refer carefully to the

photographs, as they form an integral part of the

description.
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