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Description

Nikolai Ivanovich KRAVCENKO       

(1867-c.1937) The Troika.  Watercolour and

gouache on paper.  Signed lower right.  Framed

under glassH 38 cm, W 48 cm  Very good

condition.Nikolaj Ivanovich Kravchenko (1867 -

c. 1937) belonged to the generation of Russian

artists trained in the Empire in the late 19th

century, heirs to the academic tradition and

Russian realism. A painter, draughtsman and

illustrator, he produced a body of work devoted

chiefly to portraiture, genre scenes and landscape,

characterised by precise brushwork, a keen eye

for the effects of light, and a sensitive observation

of figures and atmospheres. Following the

political upheavals of 1917, like many Russian

artists, Kravchenko joined the wave of artistic

emigration that found a new creative home in



Paris. During the interwar period, the French

capital became a major centre of the Russian

diaspora, welcoming painters, set designers,

writers and intellectuals who had come to pursue

their careers far from their homeland. This artistic

community, active within the Parisian salons,

galleries and Russian artists' societies, brought

together figures from a variety of artistic

movements, ranging from the academic and

symbolist traditions to the modernist explorations

of the avant-garde. Russian artists based in Paris

thus contributed to the renewal of the French art

scene, whilst often retaining characteristics linked

to their original training: an emphasis on drawing,

a keen sense of composition and a quest for

colourful expression. Kravchenko's works are set

against the specific backdrop of the Russian

community in Paris between the two world wars,

a period in which émigré artists maintained a

constant dialogue between their cultural heritage

and the influences of European modernity. The

work on display bears witness to this sensibility

through the artist's masterful line work, the

finesse of his execution and his keen powers of

observation. Any study of the work must be

supplemented by an analysis of the signature,

technique, provenance and any documentary

evidence that might help to clarify its date and

history.
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