
Engraved Mother-of-pearl Shell, Convict Work, Nouméa, New Caledonia, 19th Century, Ref1147

430 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Bon état

Material : Nacre

Diameter : 11 cm.

Height : 10,4 cm.

Dealer

A Coté Antiquités
PAINTING, SCULPTURE, FRAMEWORK, GLASSWARE,

CERAMIC, COLLECTION OBJECTS

Mobile : 06 12 60 39 35

Fax : alainribeyron@hotmail.fr

RIBEYRON ALAIN :  8 bis rue du Puits Marel

VERGÈZE 30310

Description

Antique mother-of-pearl shell, polished and

engraved in intaglio, this is an old convict's work

from New Caledonia, circa 1880-1900. Made

with finesse (see photo), it is decorated with an

angel (Cupid) and two village scenes, inscribed

"Nouméa." Period: second half of the 19th

century. In very good overall condition, it is

thick, with no dents, little wear, and a beautiful

period patina. History: From the opening of the

penal colony in 1864 in New Caledonia, shell

engraving was practiced clandestinely by

convicts. Initially forbidden, it was officially

authorized in 1886. The prison administration

provided the tools and materials; the prisoners did

the rest. Convicts created true works of art (some

pieces are known and the sculptor identified).

Diameter: 11 cm. Height: 10.4 cm. Weight: 296



grams. SHIPPING: To find out the shipping costs

before purchasing, click on Buy Online and select

your country, or contact us by email. Careful

packaging. Colissimo tracked shipping, national

and international, registered with insurance.

PAYMENT: Payment methods: French check,

bank transfer, PayPal, or credit card (via PayPal).

A QUESTION?: French speakers: by phone or

email. Non-French speakers: by email, please

specify your country. Phone: Mobile +33 6 12 60

39 3

https://www.proantic.com/en/1666768-engraved-mother-of-pearl-shell-convict-work-noumea-new-caledonia-19th-century-ref1147.h.html


