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Augsburg 1690-1710, "doppelelerbecher" Egg Cup In Solid Silver And Vermeil, Johann Schmidt

Description

An extremely rare double egg cup, or
"doppeleierbecher,” in solid gilt silver (vermell),
bearing the hallmark of the city of Augsburgin
Bavaria and the maker's mark of Johann Schmidit,
born near TUbingen in 1653 and admitted to the
guild in Augsburg in 1683, where he died in
1710. Severa vermeil travel sets containing
cutlery and egg cups are known. Thiswas
probably a specialty of this silversmith. Double
egg cups are generally made of silver or gold and
are intended for serving soft-boiled eggs
according to regional preferences. They consist of
two opposing cups that can hold an egg upright or
horizontally. The unused cup serves as a base.
Double egg cups, stored in aleather-covered
travel case lined with velvet, were often part of
the sophisticated travel kits of princes, nobles,

1150 EUR

Signature : Johann Schmidt (1653-1710)
Period : 17th century

Condition : Bon état

Materia : Sterling silver

Length : lacoupe ovale 5,7 cm
Diameter : coupe ronde 3,7 cm

Height : 5,5cm
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and other high-ranking individuals from the 17th
to the 19th centuries. Since the 16th century, two
regional preferences for eating boiled eggs have
coexisted in European culinary culture. In 1645,
the German Baroque poet Georg Philipp
Harsdorffer wrote in the fourth volume of his
work Frauenzimmer Gesprechspiele (Women's
Conversations): "An egg, cooked initsshell, is
opened in three different ways: the Jews open the
egg from the end (...) the French open the egg
from the top, and we Germans from the sides.”
The publication does not explain the difference
between the methods. The "German" way of
eating eggs, which involves dipping pieces of
bread into the side, is no longer common today. It
has, however, been passed down through
countless still lifes. Our egg cup isin very good
condition. The gilding has worn away in places.
Its decoration and stylelink it to
Renaissance-style libation cups from the late
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. It'sa
true little gem...weighing 43 gramm.
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