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Period : 16th century

Condition : Bon état

Material : Gilted wood
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Description

Circle of Romano Alberti, called Il Nero da

Sansepolcro

(Sansepolcro, 1521-1568)

Page

Mixed media: wooden core, papier-mâché,

stucco, polychromy, and gilding

Italy, circa 1530-1540

Height: 88 cm

Standing gracefully, originally holding a torch or

curtain in his left hand, this youthful page is

dressed in opulent attire featuring a gilded tunic

partly made of real fabric, and wears finely

detailed, buckled sandals. The figure, poised upon

a circular wooden base, radiates vitality and

courtly elegance. His delicate features and subtly

expressive gaze invite the viewer into a refined

Renaissance world of artifice and beauty.



This sculpture represents a rare surviving

example of larger-scale statuary executed in a

mixed-media technique combining stucco and

wood, now associated with Romano Alberti,

known as Il Nero da Sansepolcro, and his circle.

The richly ornamented costume and all'antica

sandals, enhanced with gilded decoration,

exemplify the sophisticated taste of the mature

Italian Renaissance.

The refined modelling of the face and hands

reflects the expressive style characteristic of

Alberti's workshop, where figures were typically

built around a poplar wood core, covered with

layers of papier-mâché, coated with gypsum, and

finally polychromed and gilded.

Only in recent years has scholarly research

clarified the oeuvre of Romano Alberti, allowing

the reattribution of many mixed-media

sculptures--once grouped under the so-called

Maestro di Magione--to this accomplished artist.

Confident in his success, Alberti established a

well-equipped workshop, later expanding to

Rome, which specialized in devotional and

draped figures. The workshop remained active

until his death in 1568, leaving behind a legacy of

remarkable technical and artistic invention.
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