
Antique Cut Crystal Decanter, 19th Century

70 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Etat d'usage

Material : Crystal

Diameter : 14  à la base

Height : 27 avec bouchon

Dealer

Adele de Luca
Généraliste

Tel : +39 06 96006008

Mobile : +39 3343101057

Via Merulana 68

Rome, Italie  00185

Description

Hand-cut crystal decanter, probably English

manufacture, mid-19th century The body is

crafted in thick, heavy crystal, resting on a base

cut with a radiating star pattern.Condition: rated

as fair; the interior shows a uniform haze due to

an opaque patina caused by the natural ageing of

crystal, an amorphous material. Small chips are

also visible along the lower edge of the

stopper.Scientific note on crystal and its alteration

over time:Crystal, like glass, is an amorphous

material: its atoms are not arranged in a regular

network as in a mineral crystal, but in a

disordered structure, comparable to a frozen

liquid. This particular structure gives it

transparency and brilliance, but also makes it

sensitive to certain alterations over time.Under

the effect of humidity, temperature variations, or



simple prolonged contact with air, the surface of

crystal can undergo chemical reactions. These

transformations lead to the formation of a thin

altered layer, which produces a veiled or opaque

appearance.This phenomenon, sometimes

referred to as the "patina of glass," is not a

manufacturing defect but a natural consequence

of the ageing of an amorphous material. It should

also be noted that when a container opacified by

time, whether crystal or glass, is filled with liquid

- even plain, colourless water - it almost

magically regains perfect transparency!
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