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Description

The Battle of the Granicus, Circle of Horace

Vernet (1769-1863), After Charles Le BrunOld

handwritten inscription to the verso on the back

of canvas ascribing the painting to Horace

VernetMedium: Oil on canvas Date: Circa 1800

-1820Provenance: Acquired from a leading UK

art dealership based in the London area as

"Attributed to Horace Vernet" and formerly from

a private French collection. Overall measurement

is 82 cm x 46 cm x 6 cm framed and the painting

measuring 70 cm x 35 cm A colorful and very

dramatic, early to mid 19th century French school

oil-on-canvas based on the original painting

depicting the battle of the Granicus by the French

painter Charles Le Brun. The Battle of the

Granicus, in May 334 BC, was the first of three

major battles fought between Alexander the Great



of Macedon and the Persian Achaemenid Empire.

The battle took place on the road from Abydus to

Dascylium, at the crossing of the Granicus in the

Troad region, which is now called the Biga River

in Turkey. In the battle Alexander defeated the

field army of the Persian satraps of Asia Minor,

which defended the river crossing.Émile

Jean-Horace Vernet more commonly known as

simply Horace Vernet, was a French painter of

battles, portraits, and Orientalist subjects. He was

born in 1789, the grandson of the painter Joseph

Vernet, and the son of the painter Carle Vernet.

He proved himself to be a worthy successor to the

dynasty despite failing to win the Prix de Rome in

1809, and became the Duke of Orléans' favourite

artist.Vernet initially moved in Romantic circles

in the 1820s, alongside his friend Théodore

Géricault, where he developed an easy, appealing

style and learned the art of lithography. When his

paintings were rejected by the Salon in 1822, he

organized a solo exhibition in his own studio

which was such a resounding success that it set

the seal on his reputation. This marked the

beginning of a long official career. As his career

progressed his works evolved stylistically from

the Romantic verve he shared with Géricault to

more considered battle painting.We acquired this

painting as attributed to the renowned French

artist Horace Vernet (1789-1863) from a leading

and reputable UK fine art dealership on the basis

it was attributed to Vernet. However, we are

offering it as in the circle of the painter as we are

not certain of the basis of the attribution. Please

note: The painting is of a good quality and highly

decorative. We are not sure that it is stylistically

close enough to Vernet's work to offer with an

attribution hence we are offering it as "circle of"

and believe at best it could be fairly described as

"ascribed to", but without formal academic

attribution.Condition report: In good unlined

condition for its age; the paint surface is stable.

There are two tiny repairs to the verso and

corresponding small retouching in a couple of

places to the front, but well-blended. We've noted



two very slight corner rises to the canvas. They

are not noticeable when hung and could be eased

out if the painting were lined in the future. They

do not, in our opinion, detract from the painting.

There is minimal cracking and the canvas is in

reasonably good tension with good tonality to the

painting which appears to be virtually in original

condition. The later period frame had been

modified to fit the painting and is offered as a

gift.In our opinion the painting is ready to hang.  

***Westcoast Fine Art is always willing to

consider reasonable offers from prospective

buyers. Please feel free to send us an inquiry

regarding any proposal or offer; we will review

and respond within 24 hours.  Note:  The buyer is

responsible for paying any import duties and

associated taxes in the destination country. All

works will be professionally packed and insured

for shipment.  Shipping:  Please contact for exact

shipping charges before purchasing  1) UK

shipping please request price  2) EU shipping

please request price  3) For other worldwide

shipping, please request price   We offer a 14-day

return period to the EU and UK, provided the

painting is returned in the same condition as

received, packaged to the same packaging

standards and insured at the price paid to

Westcoast Fine Art Ltd for the artwork.  *The

buyer is responsible for paying any customs

charges of the destination country. We always

advise the buyer to check with their local customs

authorities for customs tariffs.  The frame is a gift

and is therefore being provided to you at no

additional cost. Any damages to the frame during

transit do not give the buyer a basis for a claim or

validate a request for the cancellation of a sale. 
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