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Siebe Johannes Ten Cate (1858-1908) View Of Toledo, 1896, Signed Watercolor

Description

Siebe Johannes Ten Cate (1858-1908) A View of
ToledoSigned, located and dated lower
leftWatercolor on paper35.5 x 55 cm irregularly
shapedin good condition, some foxings in the
upper part, apparent in the skyFramed under glass
: 50 x 66 cmThe subject is obviously of particular
interest and bears witnessto Ten Cate'stravels.
We are naturally reminded of El Greco's View of
Toledo, and he must have had this referencein
mind, but he does not adopt the Spanish painter's
point of view, nor is heinspired by it. On the
contrary, he gives us a very personal
interpretation. The very open composition is
typical of hisstyle, which isimmediately
recognisable. The quality of the light is more
reminiscent of Corot's Italian works.It's also
interesting to note that here he uses watercolours
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rather than pastels, which reinforces the
impression of dryness and warmth that he
manages to convey so admirably.There's
something fantastical about this landscape with
these scattered silhouettes, and it has alot to do
with Ten Cate's very particular style.Another of
Ten Cate's watercolors, "Le Pont de Tolede",
painted in Toledo in 1896, is how in the Musée
Leon Dierx (Saint Denis de la Réunion). It bears
witness to his stay and activity in the city, and is
also strikingly similar to works by Corot."A
realist, Ten Cate pays scrupulous attention to
detail, to impressions, to the hustle and bustle of
crowds and the solitude of deserted places. We
have spoken of variationsin tone linked to the
time of day and the seasons. Rainy and snowy
weather, water and ice are generally chosen by
the painter, who uses pastels for this
purpose."Véronigue Prest in "Catalogue des
pastels du Musée Carnaval et” Siebe Johannes Ten
Cate was born in Sneek (Netherlands) on 27
February 1858. His father was mayor of the
townln 1876 Siebe decided to go to the Academy
of Fine Artsin The Hague and, after graduating,
continued his studies in Antwerp and Brussels. At
the age of twenty-two, he settled in Paris and
opened his own studio.Soon, he found himself
influenced by impressionism. He made frequent
trips for inspiration, visiting England,
Scandinavia, Switzerland, North Africaand North
America. However, his home remained 65 rue de
Maltein Paris, where he lived with his cats and
dog. Ten Cate led a secluded life and devoted
himself to an impressive body of work in which
landscapes and cityscapes are most often
immersed in an atmosphere of rain and snow.He
exhibited frequently, notably at the Salon
d'Automne, but his works were not as well
appreciated in the Netherlands as in France so,
although he made numerous visits, he never
returned there. The French press was unstinting in
its praise for Ten Cate. He was called, for
example, 'the new Jongkind'. After his death, an
English newspaper ran the headline 'Sad End of a



Genius.Museums and galleriesin France began
to take an interest in Siebe ten Cate's work in the
1890s.The Louvre bought no fewer than four
paintings from him, and the Musée Carnaval et
even bought a good twenty. Art dedlers such as
Durand-Ruel and Ambroise Vollard exhibited ten
Catein their galleries alongside famous
Impressionists.As aresult, Ten Cate became
friends with Alfred Sisley, Camille Pissaro and
Vincent van Gogh. Van Gogh described Ten Cate
as"avery neat man, completely dressed in black
cloth". His paintings and pastels were exhibited at
the Salon d'Automne al ongside those of
Jean-Baptiste Corot.His favorite subjects were
landscapes, city and harbor views, often
populated with figures. Le Havre was one of his
favorite locations. He also made some etchings
and lithographs.He died on a Peris street from a
sudden attack of "congestion”. Later, there would
be unsubstantiated rumors that he died of
starvation, or was shot by arival artist. For many
years, hiswork was neglected in the Netherlands.
A major retrospective was held at the Fries
Scheepvaart Museum in 2012.Unjustly forgotten
for atime, he has fortunately regained the favour
of art lovers, who now see him in his rightful
place. His artworks are in different museums :
Amsterdam (Rijksmuseum), Paris (Musée
Carnavalet, Musée d'Orsay, Fondation Custodia)
and Geneva (Petit Palais), Cleveland (Cleveland
Museum of Art)
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