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Signature : ÉCOLE ITALIENNE DU XVIIE SIECLE

Period : 17th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Paper

Width : 85 mm

Height : 115 mm

Dealer

Galerie Alethea
Old master paintings & drawings

Mobile : 0673765783

1 rue André

Chantilly 65000

Description

Pen, ink, white gouache highlights on paperH.

115 mm; W. 85 mmThis charming drawing

depicts a concert of angels. The angel on the left

plays an instrument similar to a Lira da braccio, a

stringed instrument of the violin family, whose

origins probably date back to the medieval

period. It became very popular in Europe during

the Renaissance, particularly in northern Italy.

The Lira rests on the angel's knee, while his right

hand holds a bow. The figure on the right holds a

flute in both hands. Angels, like mythological

figures such as Orpheus and Apollo, were for a

long time the only figures depicted as musicians

in Western art. This type of iconography,

depicting one or more musician angels seated on

staircases, is frequently found in works depicting

Virgins in Majesty. In his compositions, a Virgin



and Child sit on a throne, often surrounded by

Saints, in sometimes very elaborate architectural

settings. It is at her feet that we find our concerts

of angels. Their music, which accompanies sung

praises or prayers, such as the Lauda, aims to

create an atmosphere of devotion.
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