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Description

Artist: Circle of Jozef Israéls (1824 - 1911)Title:
A Half-Length Portrait of a'Young Girl
SewingPeriod : Circa 1850-1880Provenance:
From a private London collection Watercolour on
board (see conservation notes within the
condition report). Inscribed to top right faintly in
pencil 'Helen', the remaining words
indecipherable. Indistinctly dated.Overall size
with the frame is 47cm x 35cm x 4cm and the
painting is measured at 37cm x 25cmJozef |sraéls
(born January 27, 1824, Groningen,
Netherlands--died August 12, 1911, The Hague)
was a painter and etcher, often called the "Dutch
Millet" (areference to Jean-Francois Millet).
Israéls was the leader of the Hague school of
peasant genre painting, which flourished in the
Netherlands between 1860 and 1900. He began
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his studiesin Amsterdam and from 1845 to 1847
worked in Paris under the academic painters
Horace Vernet and Paul Delaroche.His earliest
works were romantic historical paintings, but
after staying at Zandvoort in 1855 he
concentrated on peasant scenes - usually with
fishermen - which recall works by his
contemporaries in France, especially Millet and
Daumier. In 1870 Israéls moved from Amsterdam
to The Hague; popular among both critics and
artists (including the young Vincent van Gogh),
he became the best-known member of the Hague
School of painters, gaining an international
reputation and exhibiting in Paris and London, as
well asin Holland. He won the Grand Prix in
both the 1889 and 1900 Expositions Universelles
in Paris, was awarded the Cross of the Legion
d'Honneur in 1867, and was later made a
Commander.Besides oils, Israélsworked in
watercolours and was an etcher of the first rank.
His later works in all media express atragic sense
of life and are generally treated in broad masses
of light and shade. His painting style was
influenced by Rembrandt's later works, and, like
Rembrandt, Israéls often painted the poor Jews of
the Dutch ghettos (e.g., A Son of the Chosen
People, 1889). Hiswork isin collections
worldwide including the Mesdag collection in the
Hague; the Van Gogh Museum, and the
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; the Dordrecht
Gallery, South Holland; and the Aberdeen Art
Gallery, the Ashmolean, the Fitzwilliam
Museum, the Glasgow museum, Museums
Sheffield, and the National Gallery, London.The
present painting istypical of Israéls work. It
depicts ayoung (most likely Breton) girl sewing -
atheme visited a number of times by Israéls.
Industrious women sitting sewing in the light
from awindow are a frequent subject in the work
of Jozef Israéls. Thiswork shows a young peasant
girl in deep concentration in the act of either
knitting or sewing. She holds aneedle in one
hand and a thread in the other as she attendsto a
piece of material clasped between both hands.



This painting is stylistically, technically, and
compositionally comparable to the work of Jozef
Israéls. It shows the same moody lighting,
contrast between light and dark, and a muted
palette dominated by greyish tints which are
characteristic of Israéls work from this period.
The front-on depiction and the post of the subject
is comparable to Israéls "A peasant girl sewing’,
which was sold at Sotheby'sin 2011. Condition
report: The painting has undergone conservation
asit had faded and had some marks and tiny areas
of paint loss- erosion. The painting has been
retouched and treated with a sealant and anti - UV
specialist coating which had resurrected the
colours and tonality and will protect the painting
from surface fading and discolouration and the
appearance of the work is now closer in finish to
an oil on paper painting without the need for
glass. The original frame has been restored and is
offered as a gift. See notes below regarding
frames..***Westcoast Fine Art is aways willing
to consider reasonable offers from prospective
buyers. Please feel free to send us an inquiry
regarding any proposal or offer; we will review
and respond within 24 hours. Note: The buyer is
responsible for paying any import duties and
associated taxes in the destination country. All
works will be professionally packed and insured
for shipment. Shipping: Please contact for exact
shipping charges before purchasing 1) UK
shipping please request price 2) EU shipping
please request price 3) For other worldwide
shipping, please request price We offer a 14-day
return period to the EU and UK, provided the
painting is returned in the same condition as
received, packaged to the same packaging
standards and insured at the price paid to
Westcoast Fine Art Ltd for the artwork. * The
buyer is responsible for paying any customs
charges of the destination country. We always
advise the buyer to check with their local customs
authorities for customs tariffs. The frameisagift
and is therefore being provided to you at no
additional cost. Any damages to the frame during



transit do not give the buyer abasisfor aclaim or
validate arequest for the cancellation of asale.
Westcoast Fine Art is atrademark of Westcoast
Fine Art Ltd. Registered in England and Wales
No. 15030029. Registered office: 71-75 Shelton
Street, Covent Garden, London, United Kingdom,
WC2H 9JQ
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