
Large Shiwan Figure Of A Court Official With Zheshan Fan And Scroll, Oxblood Glaze, C. 1950s

800 EUR

Signature : Shiwan

Period : 20th century

Condition : Parfait état

Material : Sandstone

Width : 13,5 cm

Height : 30,5 cm

Depth : 16,5 cm

Dealer

Gillers Antiques
Specialists in 19th-century European silverware, porcelain and

décor

Mobile : +44 7738009924

Buntingford SG9 0PY

Description

This vintage Chinese stoneware figure depicts a

court official dressed in formal robes, modelled in

the round and finished with a rich oxblood glaze.

In his right hand, he holds a traditional zheshan

(??), a folded fan associated with scholars and

refined social status. In his left hand, he carries a

scroll, a symbol of knowledge, governance, and

official authority. Together, these attributes

identify the figure as a learned and high-ranking

official, likely referencing ideals of Confucian

virtue.The flowing robe is accented in pale

yellow and green oxide, with detailing to the

sleeves, belt, and hem. The figure's facial features

are sharply modelled, and the hairstyle, beard,

and cap are clearly defined. The glaze is glossy

and thick, typical of pieces from the Shiwan

Pottery Factory during the post-1949 collective



era.The underside bears the three-part impressed

mark used by the Shiwan Pottery Factory (?????),

including:Model number 44Temple lion

emblemSquare seal with the Chinese characters

????? (Shiwan Pottery Factory)This marking

confirms the piece was produced during the

mid-20th century collective production period.

Larger and more elaborate examples such as this

were often based on models by leading Shiwan

sculptors like Pan Yushu and Liu Zeiman. The

piece's size and crisp moulding suggest a high

level of workshop skill and strong quality control

typical of that era.Historical BackgroundThe

Shiwan kilns, located in Foshan, Guangdong

Province, have a long and distinguished tradition

of ceramic figure modelling. Following the

establishment of the People's Republic of China

in 1949, Shiwan's pottery workshops were

reorganised into state-run collectives. The newly

established Shiwan Pottery Factory continued to

produce sculptural ceramics based on designs by

established masters. These works are now highly

regarded for their bold forms, vibrant glazes, and

cultural symbolism.MeasurementsHeight: 30.5

cm / 12.01´´Width: 13.5 cm / 5.31´´Depth: 16.5

cm / 6.50´´Weight: 1876 g / 4.14

lbsConditionExcellent vintage condition. No

visible chips, cracks, or repairs. The glaze surface

is lustrous and well preserved. The figure

displays very well and is a strong example of

mid-century Shiwan figural pottery.Shipping &

PackagingFully tracked and insured

deliveryShipping cost includes professional

packaging, careful handling, and secure

postageCarefully packed using recycled materials

where possibleCustoms paperwork provided

where necessary for smooth international

deliveryPlease review all photographs carefully,

as they form part of the description, and feel free

to ask any questions.
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