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Artifact - Antiquity - Terracotta Oil Lamp With Pecten Shell Decor - Roman Empire

Description

Period: Last third of the 1st century AD Origin:
Mediterranean (Probably Italy or Roman
provinces) Provenance: Private collection,
Auvergne - Puy-de-Ddme A lamp with a pointed
spout and double volutes - A precise typological
model This Roman terracotta oil lamp, classified
as TypeBussiereB Il 2 b and Loeschcke IV, isa
well-identified model in the typology of antique
lamps. Its decoration is centered on a pecten
shell, an emblematic motif often associated with
maritime and funerary beliefs, symbolizing the
passage between the world of the living and that
of the dead. It has a structure typical of lamps
with along pointed spout, with two double
volutes continuing under the spout, a flat band
and acircular reservoir with a biconvex profile.
The absence of a handle and the presence of a
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Period : Before 16th century
Condition : En l'etat
Material : Terracotta
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cupped disk delimited by three concentric
grooves confirm its belonging to the productions
of the 1st century AD. Description o Material:
Molded terracotta o Shape: Lamp with an ogival
spout with double volutes, without handle o
Decoration: Pecten shell in relief on the central
disk, surrounded by concentric grooves o Base:
Circular and dightly raised, delimited by a
groove State of preservation o Fragmentary in
situ, broken and reglued o Visible losses,
particularly at the level of the spout and the upper
wall Symbolism and use in Antiquity Roman
lamps were not only functional objects: they
played arolein religious and funerary rituals. o
The pecten shell, associated with the cults of
Neptune (Poseidon), evokes travel, protection and
the transition to the afterlife. o This type of lamp
was fregquently used in homes, temples and
necropolises, serving for lighting but also for
votive and funerary practices. Dimensions o
Length: 11 cm Bibliography consulted o
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