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Balato ,nias Indonésie

1600 EUR

Period : 20th century
Condition ; Bon état
Material : Solid wood

Height : 63cm
Description | Dedler
this type of sword belonged to chiefs, nobles and Galerie Cécile Kerner
warriors and was used in headhunting tribal art japanese art,curiosities
expeditions. The wooden handle with along Tel - 0032475830042

grooved brass socket has alarge pommel in the
shape of a stylized animal. amythical creature
known as"Lasard". amythical creature of the
underworld in the sense of the Batak singa, the
makkara or naga pahdda, which has an open
mouth and oversized fangs. The tongue isvisible
between the jaws. The mouth embodies the path
to the underworld, from which the warrior draws
his strength. mythical creature of the underworld
in the sense of the Batak singa, the makkara or
naga pahdda, The mouth embodies the path to the
underworld, from which the warrior draws his
strength. In the mouth of the Lasaraisasmall
demon bekhu 5 it is often found above its head
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the bekhu, which originally represented the
initiated warrior and taker of life.

.Here we see only the head The blade is narrow,
single-edged and of a profile unique to the island
of Nias. The scabbard is made of dark wood with
its two halves fixed together by brass bands. Held
at the throat of the scabbard the magic ball
covered with teeth Sword of a high-ranking and
respected warrior. The well-preserved basket of
amuletsisararity.

The aristocracy of Niasillustrates and documents
its authority by the possession of prestigious
metal objects. These are above all headdresses
and weapons made of gold such as the balato
tologu, the sword of high-ranking warriors, as
well as neck and arm jewelry. These objects
establish alink with the ancestors. The concept of
pusaka, the sacred heritage, which represents a
direct reference to the ethereal sphere, becomes
particularly clear here. The blacksmiths of
southern Nias are mostly nobles or descendants of
nobles. Since the blacksmith directly intervenes
in the social system or cementsit by producing
objects of rank, his craft is appropriate to the
nobility and hiswork isindebted to it. The shape
of the sword is endemic and inimitable, even if
the Sumatran influences are undeniable. The term
balato isrelated to belada and palitai, other
bladed weapons with avery ancient history in
Indonesia. The chronicler Ma-Huan (around
1420) adready mentions the Javanese "pula-to"”.
The scabbards of the important swords of
southern Nias are generally decorated with
amulet baskets, rago or ragaifo boaya. Thisis
also the case here. The basket gives a soul to the
sword and protects the wielder. The basket,
woven from coarse rattan, is covered with large
fangs and contains arow of stylized ancestor
figurines carved from light wood. The baskets
sometimes also contain strips of red cloth, teeth
(also of human origin), jimat amulet stones and
other objects and, in the case of notable warriors,
are covered with the teeth of large predators.
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