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Copeland Parian Porcelain Figurine Of Virginia, C. 1848

Description

Thisis an antique Copeland Parian porcelain
figurine of Virginia, the heroine from the famous
novel Paul and Virginia (1788) by French writer
Bernardin de Saint-Pierre. The novel enjoyed
immense popularity in France and beyond, well
into the 19th century.

Thefigurine, created in the mid-19th century, was
designed by French sculptor Charles
Cumberworth, who produced several Parian
figures for Copeland. This piece beautifully
captures the sentimental essence of Virginia,
celebrated for her purity, innocence, and deep
connection to nature. She is depicted feeding
pigeons at her feet, holding small grainsin her
hem. In her hand, she carries a basket full of
flowers and fruit.

The Copeland company, originally known as
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Spode, has arich history in producing fine
ceramics, particularly Parian ware. In the early
1840s, under the management of William Taylor
Copeland, the company developed Parian ware, a
type of unglazed porcelain designed to imitate the
appearance of marble. This innovation allowed
for the mass production of sculptures and busts
that resembled fine marble at a more accessible
price.

In 1866, Copeland was appointed as the china and
glass manufacturer to the Prince of Wales, the
future King Edward V1. This prestigious
appointment underscored the company's
reputation for quality and excellencein ceramic
production.

Copeland collaborated with prominent scul ptors
of the time, such as John Bell and Hiram Powers,
to create Parian ware figures based on their
works. These collaborations resulted in highly
detailed and artistic pieces that were popular
among collectors and art enthusiasts.

The firm remained a significant player in the
British ceramics industry, eventually reverting to
the Spode name in the 1970s. The company's
products are particularly appreciated by collectors
of antique porcelain for their uniqueness and
exquisite detailing.

Dimensions:

Height: 38.2 cm
Width: 13.7 cm
Depth: 14.7 cm
Weight: 1862 grams

Condition:

Originaly, there were four birds; oneis missing,
and one has a chipped head.

Small chips on the flowers in the basket.

A crack across the base, likely occurring during
firing, which does not affect the structural
integrity.

Otherwise, in excellent antique condition.



Please study the accompanying photographs
carefully, as they form an integral part of this
description. If you have any questions, we will be
happy to answer them. The item will be shipped
with full tracking and insurance. Please note that
shipping costs include labor, packaging, and

postage.
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