
Chinese Game Table, Canton (china), Circa 1850

65 000 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Painted wood

Length : 83.5

Width : 63.5

Height : 78 

Dealer

Phidias Antique
Furntiture, paintings, works of art

Tel : 0039 0522 436875

Mobile : 0039 335 8125486

Fax : +39 0522 436875

Via Roma n. 22/A

Reggio Emilia 42100

Description

Chinese game table, Canton (China), circa 1850.

Lacquered wood, silver and gold leaf.

Measurements: height 78 cm, length 83.5 cm,

width 63.5 cm.

A very rare example of a

Cantonese-made chinoiserie table that belonged

to King Vittorio Emanuele II of Savoy. The piece

of furniture has shaped corners with typically

English lines.

Rectangular in shape, in the center it has a square

compartment with a double-sided lacquered lid:

one side decorated, both in silver and red, inside

which Chinese figures are painted in gold; the

other side features a backgammon game.

The table is supported by a central leg that ends

with three feet sculpted in the shape of dragon



heads. The use of lacquer on a silver background

by the craftsmen clarifies a commission from

Western royal courts, where furnishings cast in

silver were very common. What indicates the

destination of the table for King Vittorio

Emanuele II of Savoy is the presence of his

crowned monogram, framed in laurel, repeated in

the four corners at the top. The decoration is

distinct in style from the entire iconographic

apparatus and from this we can deduce that it was

supplied to the craftsmen of Canton by the clients

themselves, who may have been the King of

Savoy himself or another European ruler, offered

by them as a gift on the occasion of the ascension

to the throne of Sardinia of Vittorio Emanuele II

in 1849.
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