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Description

ANTON GRAFF attrib. toPORTRAIT OF A
LADY WITH A VEILANTON
GRAFFWINTERTHUR 1736 - 1813
DRESDENOQII on canvas77 x 61 cm/ 30.3 x 24
inches, without frameCertain masters possess an
extraordinary sensitivity to the spirit of their time,
acting as artistic "tuning forks" that resonate with
the vibrations of their era. For 18th-century
German art and the German Enlightenment,
Anton Graff was such amaster. Born in
Winterthur, Switzerland, in 1736, Graff displayed
remarkable artistic talent from an early age. His
foundational training took place in Winterthur
and Augsburg, but pivotal journeysto Munich
proved decisive. There, exposure to the works of
Joseph Vivien and Georges Desmarées, two elder
contemporaries, inspired Graff to develop a
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portrait style that merged French aristocratic
natural ness with German psychological
precision.Graff's acclaim grew rapidly, and in
1766 he was appointed court portraitist in
Dresden--a position |eft vacant since the death of
Louis de Silvestre in 1760. Simultaneoudly, he
became a professor of portraiture at the Dresden
Academy of Fine Arts. Dresden became Graff's
home and the heart of his artistic achievements. It
was here that he painted his most celebrated
portraits, established afamily, and amassed a
significant fortune, leaving his daughters an
inheritance of 40,000 thalers upon hisdeath in
1813.The Portrait of aLady with aVeil, recently
acquired by the Wladyslaw Maximowicz Gallery,
stands as a significant addition to Graff's oeuvre.
Notable for its stylistic and compositional
gualities, the portrait likely dates to around 1795,
aperiod of the artist's creative peak. This
exquisite work, which masterfully conveys both
the sitter's grace and inner world, enriches our
understanding of Graff'slegacy and contributions
to 18th-century portraiture.Wladyslaw
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