
African Tribal Art - Songye Mask

390 EUR

Period : 20th century

Condition : En l'etat

Material : Solid wood

Width : 20 cm

Height : 38 cm

Dealer

Essentiel Galerie
African Art

Mobile : +3265529100

73 rue de Tournai

Tertre 7333

Description

Ex-Belgian collection.

The term Kifwebe refers to the mask, the society

of masks, and the wearer of the mask who

belongs to the secret male society bwadi bwa

kifwebe, responsible for ensuring social order.

The male mask (kilume) is generally

characterized by a high crest, while the female

(kikashi) has a lower crest, or even no crest.

Finally, the largest mask embodies power (kia

ndoshi). In the 16th century, the Songyes left the

Shaba region to settle on the left bank of the

Lualaba, in the Katanga and Kasai regions. Their

society is organized according to a patriarchal

model and their history is closely linked to that of

the Luba, with whom they share common

ancestors. Divination, very present in their



culture, was used to identify sorcerers and to

explain the causes of misfortunes that struck

individuals. The masked ceremonies, worn by

male masks, were an opportunity to carry out

punitive expeditions and maintain social order.

As for the female masks, reputed to have

divinatory powers, their dances invoked

benevolent spirits.

Piece accompanied by its certificate of

authenticity.

PS: what does the certificate of authenticity

consist of?

https://www.galerie-art-africain.com/faq.aspx?qid

=8

PLEASE NOTE THE TRANSPORT PRICE

INCLUDES LOSS, THEFT, AND BREAKAGE

INSURANCE.

https://www.proantic.com/en/1447729-african-tribal-art-songye-mask.html


